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or spring semester, Tift College 

of Education implemented a 

new video conferencing system 

in the Macon and Eastman Regional 

Academic Centers. The system allows 

students at each location to enroll in   

the same class, meet at the same time 

and learn from the same professor, 

despite the 60-mile distance. 

The video system set-up is simple. 

Utilizing classrooms already equipped 

with projection screens, the College 

needed only to purchase laptops 

outfitted with cameras, microphones 

and speakers. Although the technical 

support staff is always on call, the 

students have no trouble operating the 

system themselves.

Currently, only the Early Childhood/ 

Special Education undergraduate pro-

gram employs the video conferencing 

system. Previously inde-

pendent study tracks, 

“the combination of 

these two programs 

–– Special Education 

and Early Childhood 

–– is still relatively 

new,” according to Dr. 

Margaret Morris, chair 

of Teacher Education 

for the Macon and 

Eastman Centers. “We 

thought the video sys-

tem was a unique way 

to deliver the courses 

and attract students to 

the program.”

The video link between the Centers 

also ensures that more courses will 

be available to students at the smaller 

Eastman location. Six Macon students 

and five Eastman students were enrolled 

in EDUC 403: not enough to hold a class 

at each center, but an ideal number for 

a combination class.

The new system also reduces the 

need for adjunct professors. “The 

professors rotate 

weekly between the 

two Centers, ensuring 

that all students receive 

what they call ‘in 

the flesh time,’” says 

Morris. The decrease 

in travel time also 

means that more full-

time professors are 

willing to teach the 

evening classes.

The low-cost,        

low-tech video 

conferencing system 

has not only allowed the 

college to expand the Early Childhood/

Special Education program, but has 

generated enthusiasm among students. 

“The technology is wonderful,” says 

senior Ellen Goguen, of Gray. “It is like 

we are sitting in the classroom together. 

In fact, sometimes you even forget that 

the technology is there.”

Students find the interaction with 

people from a different locale appealing. 

Senior Jackie Gladin, of Macon, cites 

meeting the students from the other 

Center as one of her favorite experi-

ences. After attending the same class via 

the computer camera for eight weeks 

last session, the two groups met for din-

ner and shared their experiences.

Morris hopes that the Early 

Childhood/Special Education program’s 

success with the video conferencing 

system will pave the way for an eventual 

distance-learning program. The 

program not only could expand to the 

Centers in Douglas and Henry Counties, 

but also could grow to incorporate 

other education degree tracks.

Future Educators Applaud Use of Video Technology By Anna Sandison

F

Beginning in August, Atlanta stu-

dents can work toward a bachelor of 

science degree in information systems, 

a bachelor of social science degree 

in criminal justice and a bachelor of 

applied science degree in organization 

leadership. The degrees will be geared 

toward working adults, with classes held 

in the evenings and Saturdays in eight-

week sessions. All three will be degree 

completion programs requiring appli-

cants to have some prior college work. 

Students will need to attend classes only 

once a week, which allows them flex-

ibility to meet family and work needs 

and still pursue their education.

The Atlanta campus focuses primarily 

on graduate and professional studies and 

currently has only two undergraduate 

degree programs: the College of Nursing 

offers a bachelor of science in nurs-

ing degree and the Stetson School of 

Business and Economics offers a bach-

elor’s degree in business administration. 

Thomas Kail, dean of the College of 

Continuing and Professional Studies, 

said the addition of the degree pro-

grams is a part of Mercer’s long com-

mitment to adult learners. “We’ve been 

serving them for nearly two decades at 

the Regional Academic Centers,” said 

Kail. “Now we are bringing those pro-

grams to the Atlanta campus.”

Kail believes the programs will be 

beneficial for adult students 

seeking career advancement. 

“Many of the people in the 

labor market need more 

education,” he said. “Most of 

the jobs available today are 

knowledge-based, so workers 

need a higher level of education 

to be competitive.”   

 Law enforcement agencies are now 

expecting their officers to have at least a 

bachelor’s degree and higher positions 

require more advanced degrees. 

“Training isn’t enough,” Kail says. 

“Officers need to develop critical-

thinking skills, and they also need to 

have an understanding of psychology 

and sociology.” 

Billy Slaton, associate professor of 

counseling and human science, thinks 

the criminal justice program is a logical 

choice for the Atlanta campus. “There 

are a lot of police agencies around 

Atlanta,” he said. Mercer also operates 

the Public Safety Leadership Institute that 

has graduated more than 70 public safe-

ty leaders from the Atlanta-metro area. 

Slaton also hopes the availability 

of the programs in Atlanta will 

increase    enrollment and that more 

undergraduate degrees will be offered   

at the campus in the future. 

Dr. Kenneth Revels, assistant profes-

sor and chair of the Information Systems 

Program, said offering the information 

systems degree in Atlanta is a good 

choice given the current demand for 

workers with computer skills. 

The Information Systems Program 

will focus on the theory and design 

of computers and computer systems 

as well as programming techniques. 

Students will also learn about the 

practical applications of these systems. 

The Bachelor of Applied Science in 

Organization Leadership program is a 

16-month degree completion program 

targeted at working adults who have 

completed at least two years of college 

and hold leadership positions within 

their companies.

More Undergraduate Programs Coming to the Atlanta Campus
By Lea Nichols, Mercer Student

ercer’s Cecil B. Day Campus in Atlanta will soon 

offer more learning opportunities for adult learners. 

The College of Continuing and Professional Studies 

will bring three of its programs to the campus this fall.

M

Students in Macon and Eastman gather in front of the video camera to participate in 
EDUC 403: Connecting Home, School and Community.

he College of Continuing 

and Professional Studies 

joined forces with the 

Georgia Department of Corrections 

to address the need for certified 

addiction counselors. Under the 

new Georgia Addictions Counselors 

Association guidelines for Addiction 

Counseling certification, counselors 

must undergo classroom instruction, 

clinical supervision and program 

delivery, as well as both oral and 

written examinations. 

“We’re facing an explosive meth 

epidemic across the state, and there          

is a huge shortage of certified addic-

tion counselors in Georgia and nation-

wide,” Corrections Commissioner 

James E. Donald stated in a news 

release. “This joint effort helps us 

equip our staff with specialized skills 

and ensures we have access to well-

trained professionals who can address 

an increasing population of offenders 

with substance abuse problems.”

This cooperative program is 

intended to benefit the Department of 

Corrections’ Day Reporting Centers. 

These centers are low cost and offer 

offenders a daytime alternative to 

prison. Offenders report to the cen-

ters daily to receive drug treatment 

while brushing up on their job skills.

The inaugural group of 25 coun-

selors completed the first phase of 

the Addiction Counseling certification 

program in January with a graduation 

ceremony held on Mercer’s Atlanta 

Campus. Dr. Billy Slaton, associate 

professor of counseling and human 

services and program coordinator        

for criminal justice at CCPS, taught in 

the seven classroom components of 

the program. 

“The program was so successful, 

the Department of Corrections has 

now enrolled 38 more individuals 

involved with corrections and 

probation,” says Slaton. Classes are 

presently underway. 

The program is currently under 

the direction of Dr. David Lane and 

Dr. Brenda Callahan of the community 

counseling master’s degree program.

Mercer Educates Addiction Counselors to 
Assist in Combating Meth Epidemic By Anna Sandison

T

“Many of the people in the labor market 

need more education. Most of the jobs 

available today are knowledge-based, 

so workers need a higher level of 

education to be competitive.”   

Inaugural President’s Lecture —  Scientist and author Dr. Francis 
Collins presented the inaugural lecture of the President’s Series on April 4. The President’s 
Lecture Series brings leading thinkers to Mercer whose ideas and viewpoints intersect with the 
University’s mission as a faith-based institution of higher learning. Collins, author of the best-
seller The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief, spoke to a crowd of nearly 
2,000 about his faith in God and in science. Collins is director of the National Human Genome 
Research Institute at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md.



Pool was the Trans America 

Athletic Conference Player of the Year 

in 1983, leading the Bears to their 

third conference championship in 

five years. He earned All-Conference 

recognition in 1982 and 1983 and 

was named to the Conference All-

Tournament Team in 1983. He was 

drafted by the San Francisco Giants.

Wade was Conference Player of 

the Year in 1981 after leading the 

Bears to the TAAC Championship and 

Mercer’s first ever appearance in the 

NCAA Division I Tournament. Wade 

scored 880 points in his two-year 

career at Mercer, averaging 15.1 points 

as a junior and 15.3 as a senior. His 

rebounding average was 8.7 per game 

as a junior and 9.0 as a senior. He 

earned team MVP both seasons and led 

Mercer in most every statistical catego-

ry. Wade was an All-Conference selec-

tion both years at Mercer after transfer-

ring from Brevard Junior College. As a 

senior, he led the Conference in field 

goal percentage, rebounds and rebound 

average. He earned Player of the Week 

awards twice during his career.

Collins was coach of the women’s 

team from 1970 to 1977 and was the 

founding coach of the “Teddy Bears.” 

During her seven years at Mercer, she 

posted a 133-33 record for a winning 

percentage of .801. Her win totals and 

percentage are still school records. She 

took a team of walk-ons from a 3-5 

record in her first year as coach to the 

Southern Women’s Athletic Conference 

championship the following season. 

Highlights of the 1971-72 season include 

a 21-1 record and a still-standing 

19-game winning streak. In 1973-74, 

the team was unbeaten in 19 regular 

season games and finished second in the 

Southern Regional. In 1974-75, the team 

finished fourth in the National Women’s 

Invitational Tournament. The 1975-76 

team won the Georgia Association for 

Intercollegiate Athletics for Women 

(AIAW) crown for the first time in school 

history and, in her final season, the team 

went 19-9 and was ranked in the nation’s 

top 20.

Rowe, who died in January 1986 

in Glenrock, Wyo., was one of the best 

athletes to ever play at Mercer. He was 

an outstanding track and field star for 

the Bears. He was named Outstanding 

Athlete at the Florida Relays in 1947 

after winning the high jump with a 

leap of 6’ 3 7/8” and was second in 

Chapel Hill, N.C., with a jump of 6’ 1 

1/3”. He finished sixth in the National 

Decathalon in Bloomfield, N.J. During 

his Mercer days, he set records in the 

100-yard dash, the high jump, the broad 

jump, and the javelin throw. He scored 

21 points versus Georgia winning the 

100, 220, high jump, and broad jump 

along with a 4th place finish in low hur-

dles. Against Sewanee, he had 25 points 

with first place finishes in all five events. 

He had 22 points versus Howard with 

first in high jump, broad jump, and jav-

elin, second in the 100, and third in the 

220.  He had 25 points versus Davidson 

College and Emory University with first 

places in every event.
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Four Athletes Inducted into Prestigious Athletic Hall of Fame

The Mercerian

F
our new members were inducted into the Mercer Athletic 

Hall of Fame Feb. 16 in a ceremony at the University 

Center. The new inductees included: baseball player Jack 

Pool, basketball player Benton Wade, women’s basketball coach Peggy 

Collins and the late trackster David Rowe. Bruce Gordy, a 1972 Mercer 

graduate and a 1988 inductee into the Hall of Fame, was moderator 

for the 29th induction ceremony. Prior to the 2007 reception, Mercer 

had inducted 133 athletes into the prestigious group.

Former Mercer men’s basket-

ball standout Sam Mitchell was 

named the 2007 NBA Coach 

of the Year after leading the Toronto 

Raptors to a franchise-record-tying 47 

victories and their first-ever Atlantic 

Division title.

Mitchell won the Red Auerbach 

Trophy over Utah head coach Jerry 

Sloan. He garnered 49 first-place 

votes for a total of 394 points in 

balloting by basketball writers and 

broadcasters. 

The sixth coach in the history of 

the Raptors’ franchise, Mitchell led 

Toronto to an NBA-best 20-game 

improvement over last season and 

became the first coach in Raptors’    

history to receive the honor.

Quite possibly the best player to 

ever wear a Bears’ uniform, Mitchell 

starred at Mercer from 1981 to 1985 

and left as the school’s all-time lead-

ing scorer with 1,986 points. During 

his Mercer career, the Columbus, Ga., 

native was named All-Conference three 

times and was named MVP of the 

league his senior season. He capped 

his collegiate career by leading the 

Bears to the conference tournament 

title in 1985, which earned Mercer its 

second trip to the NCAA tournament. 

Mitchell went on 

to get drafted in 

the third round 

(54th overall) 

of the 1985 NBA 

Draft by the 

Houston Rockets. 

However, before 

the Mercer alum 

ventured into the 

NBA, he played 

three seasons in 

the Continental 

Basketball 

Association and 

two seasons in 

France’s top profes-

sional league.   

In 1989, Mitchell joined the 

expansion Minnesota Timberwolves 

as a free agent to begin what would 

be an excellent NBA career. He played 

three seasons in Minnesota before 

being acquired by the Indiana Pacers 

in September 1992. He returned to 

Minnesota as a free agent in 1995, 

where he played an instrumental role 

in the on-and off-court development 

of 18-year-old rookie Kevin Garnett. 

Mitchell split his playing career 

between the Minnesota Timberwolves 

and Indiana Pacers. He appeared 

in 994 regular season games and 

59 postseason contests, missing 

just 40 games to injury or illness 

throughout his career. He posted 

averages of 8.7 points, 3.7 rebounds 

and 1.1 assists. He ranks first all-time 

in Timberwolves’ history in games 

played with 757 and second with 

7,161 points, along with 1,773 free 

throws made, 2,664 field goals, 3,030 

rebounds and 449 steals. 

He played for 13 years, followed 

by two seasons as an assistant. 

Mitchell was hired as the Raptors’ 

coach in June 2004.

Mercer Director of Athletics 

Bobby Pope introduced 

two-time national Coach 

of the Year Janell Jones as the head 

women’s bas-

ketball coach in 

a news confer-

ence April 9 in 

Heritage Hall at 

the University 

Center. Jones 

comes to 

Mercer from the 

University of California, San Diego 

(UCSD).

Jones succeeds Mercer Associate 

Athletics Director and Senior Woman 

Administrator Sybil Blalock, who served 

as interim coach for the 2006-07 sea-

son. Blalock took over in August 2006 

when Brenda Welch-Nichols departed 

for the head coaching position at Sam 

Houston State University.

Jones comes to Mercer having won 

more than 90 percent of her games in 

seven seasons as a head coach. Her 

record at UCSD and Oklahoma City 

University, where she won two NAIA 

national championships and was nation-

al runner-up three times, is 225-24.

After taking over at UCSD in 2005, 

Jones compiled a 50-10 record and 

led the Tritons to the NCAA Division II 

Tournament in successive years. She 

led the team to the Final Four in March, 

where UCSD lost to eventual national 

champion Southern Connecticut. For her 

efforts during the 2006-07 campaign, 

Jones was named California Collegiate 

Athletic Association Coach of the Year. 

“We are extremely pleased that 

Janell has accepted our head women’s 

basketball coaching position,” said 

Pope. “She has been very successful at 

both UCSD and Oklahoma City, and we 

are confident she will bring that same 

success to Mercer. She not only pro-

duces championship teams, but she 

has recruited and coached a number 

of academic All-Americans, and she 

graduates her student-athletes, which 

is a great combination.”

Prior to her arrival at UCSD, Jones 

distinguished herself as the winningest 

coach in OCU history. Her squads 

never finished a season with fewer 

than 32 victories. 

“Mercer is fortunate to have attracted 

a proven winner to lead our women’s 

basketball program,” President William 

D. Underwood said. “She has a phe-

nomenal record as a head coach and 

comes to us from one of the top aca-

demic institutions in the country, so she 

understands the true meaning of student-

athlete. Under the leadership of Janell 

Jones, we believe women’s basketball at 

Mercer will be in great hands.”

“I am extremely thrilled to be join-

ing the Mercer University family and 

the Macon community,” said Jones.   

“Becoming a part of the women’s 

basketball program at Mercer is a 

great opportunity. I look forward to 

immediately working with the players, 

administration and community toward 

building a successful program here.”

A native of Midwest City, Okla., 

Jones earned a bachelor’s degree 

in science education, summa cum 

laude, from Oklahoma Christian 

University, where she was a member    

of the women’s basketball team. She 

completed a master’s degree in educa-

tional leadership, summa cum laude, 

from Southern Nazarene University.

Jones has a son, Kyle Jones, 

who graduated this spring from the 

University of Oklahoma and will attend 

graduate school at Mercer.

Janell Jones

Former National Coach of the Year
Named New Women’s Coach

Sam Mitchell Named 2007 NBA Coach of the Year

Athletic Director Bobby Pope with Sam Mitchell when he visited 
campus to address Mercer athletes in 2002.

Freshman Point Guard Garners 
Several Honors for First-Year 
Accomplishments

Men’s basketball freshman point guard James 
Florence, among his many accolades his first year at 
Mercer, was named to the 2007 Mid-Major Freshman 
All-America Team as released by CollegeInsider.com.

Florence, who started 28 games for the Bears this 
past season, garnered multiple postseason conference 
honors, being named Atlantic Sun Freshman of 
the Year, First Team All-Conference and was also 
placed on the A-Sun All-Freshman Team. He led the 
A-Sun in scoring by averaging 19.3 points per game 
and was one of only three freshmen to lead their 
respective conferences in scoring at the end of the 
regular season. Florence notched the top two scoring 
performances in the Atlantic Sun and seven of the top 
nine overall scoring games in the A-Sun last season 
and was the only freshman to garner conference Player 
of the Week honors twice.
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C l a ss   Not   e s
M e r c e r  A l u m n i  N e w s

ACHIEVEMENTS
1945

Dr. Henry A. Buchanan, BA, of Murray, 

Ky., published his 18th book, Terror! Terror! & 

Tom Walker Two. The book contains a day-by-

day chronicle of America’s involvement in Iraq 

and Afghanistan, as well as moral, religious and 

political debates. 

1951
Rear Admiral Joseph H. Miller Jr., BA, 

of Apollo Beach, Fla., authored Mysteries of the 

Southern Baptist Beliefs Revealed. The book was 

published by Author House.

1955
Lt. Gen. Claude M. Kicklighter, BA, 

of McLean, Va., was appointed to the office of 

Inspector General of the Department of Defense 

by President George W. Bush. He formerly 

served as the director of the Iraq-Afghanistan 

Transition Planning Group.

1959
The Rev. Lamar L. Moore Jr., BA, of 

Lexington, N.C., was featured in an article in the 

Winston-Salem Journal. He is noted for con-

tributing to the 1974 founding of the Council on 

Aging, currently known as the Davidson County 

Department of Senior Services. He is now a 

speaker for the N.C. Senior Tar Heel Legislature.

1961
H. Taylor Butler III, BA, of Farmville, 

Va., retired from Emory University Department 

of Neurology. He also closed his private practice 

with Lenox Pointe Psychiatric Associates in 

Atlanta and moved to Virginia to be closer to          

his family.

Rudolph N. Patterson, BA, JD ’63, 

was re- elected president of the Georgia 

Bar Foundation. Patterson is a partner with 

Westmoreland, Patterson, Moseley & Hinson 

in Macon.

1962
Dr. Charles D. Williams, BA, of 

Tallahassee, Fla., was elected vice president of 

the American College of Radiology during the 

83rd annual meeting and Chapter Fellowship 

Conference in Washington, D.C., 2006. 

1964
Barbara Lowery Abell, BA, of Conyers, 

was recently named the Georgia Virtual School 

Teacher of the Year for 2006 for the World 

Languages Department. She has taught French 

for Georgia Virtual School since her retire-

ment from classroom teaching and is currently 

co-developing courses in Spanish, German, 

Japanese and Chinese.

Dr. Sarah Beck Hawthorne, BA, of 

Jeffersonville, is the director of Alpha Skills, a 

tutoring and literacy program. The “Read With 

Sarah” program encourages reading, writing, 

listening and speaking skills.

1966
Dr. Carol Ann Holcomb, BA, of 

Manhattan, Kan., received the Myers-Alford 

Teaching Award during the 2006 spring 

commencement at Kansas State University. A 

professor of nutrition, Holcomb was recognized 

for outstanding contributions to teaching and 

mentoring students in the College of Human 

Ecology. She is also honored through the Carol 

Ann Holcomb Scholarship in Gerontology, 

which she hopes will allow Kansas State 

students to continue her work to promote 

healthy aging.

1968
Maurine Wilcox Bennett, BA, MFS 

’94, of Macon, was elected moderator of the 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Georgia for 

2006-2007.

David E. Hudson, BA, of Augusta, was 

selected as one of the Top 100 Super Lawyers 

of 2006. He is the chairman of the Mercer Board 

of Trustees and an attorney with Hull Towill 

Norman Barrett & Salley of Augusta.

1969
Dennis C. Sanders, BA, JD ’72, of 

Thomson, was named District Attorney of the 

Year for 2006. 

1972
Charles L. Pritchard, BA, of Springfield, 

Va., is the president of Korea Economic Institute 

in Washington, D.C. Previously, he worked for 

the Brookings Institute. 

1975
Beth LaPenna, BA, of Houston, Texas, 

was elected 2006-2007 president of the Rotary 

Club of Willowbrook in Houston.

1977
Falinda Y. Crawford Farley, BA, of 

Charlotte, N.C., recently joined the Speaker’s 

Bureau for Lois’ Lodge in Charlotte. Lois’ Lodge 

is a maternity home that assists women in crisis 

pregnancies.

The Hon. M. Yvette Miller, BA, JD ’80, 

participated in the Sir Richard May Seminar on 

International Law and International Courts in The 

Hague, Netherlands, Sept. 24-29, 2006.

1978
J. Dale Brown, BS, of Winston-

Salem, N.C., was named the James A. Harrill 

Professor and chairman of the Department of 

Otolaryngology (Division of Surgical Sciences) 

at Wake Forest University Baptist Medical 

Center, Winston-Salem, N.C.

1979
Ben Sandifer, BA, of Macon, produced 

a special radio program, “A Tribute to Phil 

Walden,” in cooperation with the Georgia Music 

Hall of Fame. Walden was a Mercer graduate 

noted for founding Capricorn Records, a Macon-

based recording company. Several Georgia radio 

stations aired the program, including Mercer’s 

own Internet station, http://radio.mercer.edu. 

A copy of this one-hour program is now in the 

archives at the Georgia Music Hall of Fame, the 

Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame and the Tarver Library 

at Mercer’s Macon Campus.

1981
John Renfrow, BA, of Alpharetta, was                 

promoted to associate director of operations      

for the Southeast Region of Bristol Myers 

Squibb. Renfrow, his wife, Charlotte, and their 

children, Beth and David, have relocated to the 

Atlanta area.

1982
Angela Spear Dillon, BA, M.Ed. ’88, 

of Forsyth, was chosen Georgia’s National 

Distinguished Principal for 2006. Dillon is 

principal of Samuel E. Hubbard Elementary 

School in Monroe County.

1983
Perry L. Wiggins, BA, of Fairfax, Va., was 

selected for promotion to Brigadier General in 

the United States Army.

1984
Samuel T. King, BA, of Stone Mountain, 

is the superintendent of Rockdale County 

Public Schools. The district was one of only 

two Georgia school systems with over 10,000 

students to achieve Adequate Yearly Progress 

(AYP). The AYP designation is used to measure 

student and system performance under the No 

Child Left Behind Act.

1985
Lori Lynne Miller Brundick, BBA, 

of Pope Valley, Calif., accepted the office of 

president at Intervine Inc., a global wine import 

and wholesale company headquartered in Napa, 

Calif. Prior to this appointment, she led the 

Premium Wine Group and served as the CFO of 

Alliant Partners, a Silicon Valley-based Mergers 

& Acquisitions investment banking boutique.

1986
Nancy Addleton White, MLS, of Macon, 

was elected to the Macon City Council in the 

July 18, 2006, special election to fill a vacated 

seat. She is running for the next full-term seat for 

Ward 5 (2007-2010).

1988
Melodie Beck Fleming, BS, of McAllen, 

Texas, co-wrote The Dance of Restoration: 

Rebuilding Marriage After Infidelity with Abel 

Ortega. The book was published in April 2005 by 

AMG Publishers. 

Marian L. Savige, BA, of Baltimore, Md., 

received the 2006 Distinguished Service Award 

from Maryland Institute College of Art. She 

received the award for her service as administra-

tive assistant to the fiber, sculpture, general 

sculptural studies and ceramics department, but 

she has also served as a teaching assistant and 

assistant director of Exhibitions.

1989
Jan Horton Spence, BBA, of 

Jacksonville, Fla., with her husband, Mitch, 

was awarded the Franchisee of the Year 

at the International Franchise Association 

Conference in Palm Springs, Calif., February 

2006. The Spences own a FiltaFry franchise in 

Jacksonville.

1990
Mark L. Lewandowski, BSE, of West 

Chester, Ohio, relocated to Cincinnati with 

Procter & Gamble as the Machine Controls 

Technology Leader for Cooperate Engineering.

1992
Leon Harrison, MSHA, of Tucker, joined 

Metrobrokers/GMAC Real Estate.

Robyn Wellenhofer Miller, BA, of New 

Port Richey, Fla., is the facilities manager for 

Prudential Tropical Realty, managing 12 residen-

tial sales offices and two commercial offices in 

the Tampa Bay area. She also works as a prop-

erty manager for Prudential CRES Commercial 

Real Estate. 

1995
Regina N. Holmes, BSE, of Memphis, 

Tenn., was selected as one of the Top 40 Under 

40 for the city of Memphis. She is a project 

planning manager with Smith & Nephew PLC.

Crystal Rodgers Martin, BBA, of 

Palmetto, was promoted to regional assistant 

controller for the Eastern and Southern Regions 

of Bowne of Atlanta.

Jody Massey, BS, of Atlanta, was pro-

moted to Architectural Project Manager/Engineer 

at EMG of Hunt Valley, Md. He conducts engi-

neering reports on property worldwide.

Amanda Marshall Napolitano, BS, of 

Neptune Beach, Fla., was appointed manag-

ing director for the Jacksonville office of Idea 

Integration, the IT consulting and systems inte-

gration unit of MPS Group, Inc.

Joseph M. Scott, BBA, of Ponte Vedra 

Beach, Fla., was promoted to senior vice 

president/chief credit officer with Cygnet Private 

Bank.

1996
Sebastian Muah, BA, MBA ’05, 

of  Stone Mountain, is a country response 

information systems manager with United 

Nations AIDS in his native county of Liberia. 

He was also accepted into Carnegie Mellon’s 

Heinz School of Public Policy multi-

disciplinary Master of Science in Information 

Technology program.

1997
Matthew R. Lauck, BS, of Acworth, 

was promoted to director of marketing for the 

Retail Solutions group at Emerson Climate 

Technologies. 

Rebecca Ewing LaVallee, BA, of 

Kathleen, earned a Master of Science degree in 

psychology at Walden University and is pursuing 

a Ph.D. in educational psychology.

Dana Nichols, BA, of Lawrenceville, 

received a Ph.D. in English from Georgia 

State University. She is an assistant professor 

of English and Spanish at Gainesville State 

College.

James H. Rish Jr., BS, of Macon, is          

the president of TorcUp of Georgia. He is a       

distributor and factory rep for Georgia and     

South Carolina.

1998
David Scott Lane, BA, of Opelika, Ala., is 

a coordinator of Institutional Studies for Auburn 

University’s Office of Institutional Research and 

Assessment.

Julia Hall Magda, BBA, JD ’01, of Macon, 

was named partner at Sell & Melton, LLP, where 

she has practiced law since 2001. She also was 

named as one of the 2006 “Five Under Forty” 

community leaders by Macon Magazine and 

a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers and Atlanta 

Magazine.

Carmen Trammell Skaggs, BA, of 

Gainesville, earned a Ph.D. in English from the 

University of Georgia in August 2006. 

1999
Kemba Khari Anderson, BS, of Dale 

City, Va., earned an MBA in finance from 

Capella University in August 2006. Anderson is 

employed as a land law examiner/economist by 

the Department of Interior, Springfield, Va.

Keta J. Barnes, BA, of Smyrna, Tenn., 

was elected to the Smyrna Municipal Court. Her 

election made history as the town’s first African-

American elected official and one of the first 

African-American judges in Rutherford County. 

Peter “Zen” Garcia, BA, of Winder,        

won the silver medal at the 2006 U.S.         

Nationals for wheelchair fencing. In 2004, he 

won two bronze medals at the World Cup for 

wheelchair fencing. 

Brad Lofton, BBA, of Guyton, was selected 

to serve as the executive director of the Valdosta 

Lowndes County Industrial Authority. Prior 

to this appointment, he served as president 

and CEO of the Effingham County Industrial 

Development Authority and as the executive 

director of the Effingham County Chamber of 

Commerce.

Dr. Charles W. Smitherman, BA, of 

Dalton, earned a Ph.D. in international law from 

the University of Oxford, Oxford, England, in 

May 2006. He founded the legal research firm, 

Smitherman Legal Consulting, PC.

Thomas “T.J.” Van Auken, BBA, of 

Houston, Texas, was promoted to vice president 

of sales and leasing at Worley Commercial 

Brokerage Services, Inc.

2001
Garth Z. Peters, BAS, of Atlanta, was 

named community development director for 

the Buckhead Coalition and will oversee new 

area programs and foster community relations.    

Peters was also the founding president of the 

Buckhead-area Memorial Park Civic Association 

and served as vice chair of Atlanta’s official 

Neighborhood Planning Unit “C.”

2002
Annmarie A. Burnette, BAS, of Dallas, 

Ga., earned a Master of Science in Human 

Resource Management degree from Troy 

University, Troy, Ala.

Richard P. Corthell, BSIS, of Bellbrook, 

Ohio, was named an associate at Dinsmore & 

Shohl, LLP. He practices in the litigation depart-

ment. He earned his JD from the University of 

Cincinnati College of Law in 2006.

Alexzandria James, BSE, of Jacksonville, 

Fla., was promoted from engineer I to engineer 

II with the St. Johns River Water Management 

District.

On Nov. 3, 2006, Florida 

State University paid a fitting 

tribute to a former director 

of University Housing and top admin-

istrator in FSU’s Student Affairs divi-

sion when it named one of its newest 

residence halls in honor of Tift College 

alumna Sherrill Ragans.

Ragans dedicated more than 

four decades to higher education 

administration. After earning a 

bachelor of arts degree from Tift 

College in 1958 and a master of arts 

degree in counseling and student 

personnel from the University of 

Southern Mississippi in 1959, she 

joined the staff at Florida State 

University as a residence hall 

counselor.  She rose to the position of 

director of University Housing in 1970. 

In 1982, she became assistant vice 

president for Student Affairs and was 

promoted to associate vice president 

in 1988. A strong advocate for foster-

ing smaller communities within the 

growing university, Ragans worked 

diligently to create nurturing social 

and learning spaces where students 

could flourish.

Ragans retired in 2003 as associ-

ate vice president for Student Affairs 

after more than 42 years at FSU. The 

residence hall, which was completed 

in 2003 as the first student housing 

facility FSU had built in more than 

20 years, had been known simply as 

“New Hall.” The four-building complex 

houses more than 550 students in 

apartment-style accommodations.

The Jacksonville, Ga., native has 

remained involved with her alma 

mater. She was the Tift Alumnae 

Association President from 1976 

to 1978 and received the 1981 

Distinguished Alumna Award from the 

College. She also served on the Tift 

College Alumnae Board of Directors 

and the Tift College Board of Trustees. 

After the college merged with Mercer 

in 1986, she became active with the 

University, serving on the Board of 

Trustees from 1997 to 2001. She is 

currently a member of the Tift College 

of Education Board of Visitors.

She delivered the commencement 

address at the Tift College of Education 

commencement on the Mercer cam-

pus in Atlanta on May 19 and received 

the honorary Doctor of Humanities 

Degree from the University.

FSU Residence Hall Named for Tift Alumna
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2006
Kathryn A. Rosentreter, BBA, of Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, participated in the Canada Cup as a 

pitcher for the Canada Elite softball team. 

Kaung Set, BS, of Augusta, is attending 

the Medical College of Georgia.

MARRIAGES, 
BIRTHS & 

ANNIVERSARIES

David L. Horwitz and his wife, Garnell 

McAfee Horwitz, of Macon, celebrated their 50th 

anniversary on Aug. 12, 2006. 

1988
Debra Hawk Gourley, BS, and her hus-

band, Bruce, BA, of Warner Robins, announce 

the birth and adoption of their daughter, Elizabeth 

Ann, on June 29, 2006, their 15th anniversary.

1990
Chandra Carter Tutt, BA, and her hus-

band, Charlie, BA, of Atlanta, announce the birth 

of their third child, Sarell Christine, on July 27, 

2006. Chandra is employed by BellSouth, and 

Charlie works for American Airlines.

1991
Patrick Nichols, BA, and his wife, Angie, 

of Durham, N.C., announce the birth of their 

son, Garrison Hart, on Feb. 10, 2006. Patrick 

works in the Emergency Department at Duke 

University Medical Center. He also won the 

Excellence in Nursing Practice Award.

Mike Randolph, BA, JD ’94, and his wife, 

Holly, BA, of Macon, announce the birth of 

their son, Joshua Patrick, on July 8, 2006.

Angel F. Segura, MBA, and his wife, 

Christal, of Naples, Fla., announce the birth of 

their son, Joshua Gregory, on June 5, 2006. 

Angel is a wholesale sales manager with Times/

Warner Retail Sales and Marketing.

1993
Dana Payne Fairman, BA, and her hus-

band, Michael, of Brunswick, announce the birth 

of their son, Philip Michael, on April 20, 2006.

James W. Thomas Jr., BA, and his wife, 

Meghan, of Arlington, Va., announce the birth of 

their daughter, Sophie Lorene, on July 5, 2006. 

James is an associate with Arnold & Porter, LLP.

1994
Mandy Horne Eley, BA, and her husband, 

Kendall, of Milledgeville, announce the birth of 

their son, Davis Kendall, on March 1, 2006.

Daniel P. Hornickel, BA, of Bordertown, 

N.J., married Jessie B. Choi on Oct. 8, 2006.

1995
Chris Misamore, BA, and his wife, Birgit, of 

Columbus, announce the birth of their son, Landon 

Christopher Torbett Misamore, on July 7, 2006.

Bryan D. Scott, BA, JD ’98, and his wife, 

Julie, BA ’96, of Macon, announce the birth of 

their second daughter, Brynn Elise, on April 12, 

2006. Bryan has his own law practice in Macon.

1996
Sammy Kraft Bonfim, BA, and his wife, 

Cindy, BA ’98, of Macon, announce the birth of 

their daughter, Lucia (Lucy) Grace, on June 7, 

2006. Sammy is a physical therapist and clinic 

director at Physiotherapy Associates.

Matthew R. Hall, BA, JD ’00, and 

his wife, Aimee, BA ’99, JD ’02, of Macon, 

announce the birth of their daughter, Mary 

Parker Hall, on May 13, 2006. Aimee is an 

attorney at Sell & Melton, LLP, and Matt is an 

attorney with James, Bates, Pope & Spivey.

Julie Daniel Scott, BA, see 1995.

Amy Tharp Taylor, BBA, married Todd 

A. Taylor on Dec. 23, 2006. The couple resides 

in Fitzgerald, where Amy is a controller with 

Southern Veneer Products.

1997
Karin Willis Benado, BBA, and her hus-

band, Joe, of Devens, Mass., announce the birth 

of their son, Nicolas, on Feb. 17, 2006. Karin is 

employed by Bank of America.

Rebecca Porter Bronnum, BA, and her 

husband, Peter, of Lawrenceville, announce 

the birth of their daughter, Margaret (Maggie) 

Ruth on March 3, 2006. Rebecca is a teacher at 

Parkview High School in Lilburn.

Cara Williamson Lenz, BBA, of Warner 

Robins, announces the birth of her son, Joshua 

Andrew, on Aug. 12, 2006. Lenz is the director 

of Grants and Contracts at Mercer University.

Suzette Belote Reeves, BA, and her 

husband Matthew, BA ’99, of Duluth, announce 

the birth of their second child, Susannah Hart, on 

Oct. 10, 2006. Matt practices law at Anderson, 

Tate & Carr, P.C. in Lawrenceville.

1998
Jackie Smith Baxley, BSE, and her 

husband, Russell, of Greenville, S.C., announce 

the birth of their son, Francis (Frank) Ratigan, 

on July 15, 2006. Jackie is an advanced 

environmental engineer with HRP Associates, 

Greenville, S.C.

Cindy Branch Bonfim, BA, see 1996.

Emory Dunn, BBA, married Mary Charles 

Moseley on May 20, 2006, at First Presbyterian 

Church in Macon. The couple resides in Macon, 

where Emory is employed by Mercer University.

Kristi Boughner Latzak, BA, and her 

husband, Jay, BA, of Stockbridge, announce 

the birth of their son, John Luke, on March 

28, 2006. Jay is an attorney with Smith, Welch 

& Brittain of McDonough. Kristi is a senior      

analyst with Georgia-Pacific in Atlanta. 

DeAnne Gary Miller, BA, and her husband, 

Scott, of Bexley, Ohio, announce the birth of their 

first child, MacKenna Leigh, on Nov. 21, 2006.

1999
Aimee Jackson Hall, BA, JD ’02, (see 

1996).

Nancy Hodgins Hayes, BSE, and her 

husband, Steve, of Lynchburg, Va., announce 

the birth of a child, Kyra, on May 15, 2006. 

Nancy is an engineer with Hurt and Proffitt, Inc.

R. Matthew Reeves, BA, see 1997.

Courtney Brevelle Thompson, BBA, 

married Nathan Thompson on June 17, 2006,   

in Newnan. The couple resides in Atlanta,   

where Courtney is an attorney with Kilpatrick 

Stockton LLP.

2000
Lori Steward Bell, BA, and her husband, 

John, BA, of Suwanee, announce the birth of 

their son, Chason Albert, on May 2, 2006.

Susan Stagg Cooper, BA, married Keith 

Cooper in May 2006. The couple resides in 

Atlanta, where Susan is a project manager with 

Radio Outhouse.

Beckha Alderman Drake, BA, and her 

husband, Brian, BA, of Bowie, Md., announce 

the birth of their son, Bennett James, on May 

31, 2006. Brian is a consultant with Toffler 

Associates, and Beckha is a counselor for the 

Fairfax County Juvenile Detention Center.

Natalie Baker Preston, BBA, and her 

husband, Dru, of Macon, announce the birth of 

their daughter, Emma Grace, on Feb. 9, 2006.

2001
Julia Hall Magda, JD, BBA ’98, and her 

husband, Martin, of Macon, announce the birth of 

their daughter, Ella Anneliese, on Jan. 2, 2006.

Dien Nguyen, BSE, married Lan Le on 

June 24, 2006. The couple resides in Colorado 

Springs, Colo., where Dien is a research           

engineer at NAVSYS Corporation.

2003
Jennifer O’Neal Tribble, BSE, and her 

husband, David, announce the birth of their 

daughter, Reagan Meredith, on June 29, 2006. 

2004
Megan Amelia Rice Pierce, BS, married 

Blake Pierce at Quail’s Landing in Ashburn on 

April 1, 2006. The couple resides in Augusta.

Jonathan A. Strunk, BSE, married 

Melissa Newton on April 8, 2006, in St. Marys. 

The couple resides in Bonaire. Jonathan is a 

mechanical engineer at MERC and Melissa is a 

student at Mercer.

2005
Amanda Rose Sloan Young, BA, married 

Nathan Scott Young, BSE, on May 6, 2006. 

The couple resides in Stockbridge. Amanda is 

an eighth grade teacher at Luella Middle School 

in Locust Grove, and Nathan is an engineer at 

Robins Air Force Base in Warner Robins.

IN SYMPATHY

Tom Watson Brown Sr., 73, of Marietta, 

died Jan. 13, 2007. An attorney, scholar and 

writer, he was a Life Trustee at Mercer, as well 

as longtime chair and benefactor of the Mercer 

University Press Board of Directors.

Robert F. Bryan, 102, of Atlanta, friend 

of the University and member of the President’s 

Council, died Dec. 16, 2006.

The Rev. Arvin L. Croy, 81, of Newton, 

who attended Mercer, died March 15, 2007.

Margina G. Dunlap, 90, of Macon, friend 

of the University, died June 23, 2006.

W. Elliott Dunwody III, of Macon, died 

May 27, 2006. He was a member of Dunwody/ 

Beeland, Architects, Inc. and supervised the 

construction of several buildings on the Macon 

Campus, including the Tarver Library.

Raymond K. Flege, 101, of Atlanta, 

friend of the University, died June 14, 2006.

Dorothy C. Griffin, 82, of Macon, who 

retired from the Tarver Library after 25 years of 

service, died Dec. 15, 2006.

Frank W. Holas, 77, of Sea Island, died Dec. 

7, 2006. He served a term on the Stetson School of 

Business and Economics Board of Visitors.

Kitty Holladay, of Macon, died May 27, 

2006. She was a member of The President’s Club.

Leland Jackson Sr., 93, of Macon, friend 

of the University, died Jan. 27, 2007.

Dr. Franklin W. James, 83, of Macon, 

Emeritus Callaway Professor of Chemistry, died 

June 18, 2006.

Dr. John Paul Jones, 91, of Macon, 

died June 30, 2007. Jones served as a Mercer 

University Trustee and as a preceptor for the 

School of Medicine.

Dr. Daniel E. Nathan, 90, of Macon, 

former faculty member and Fort Valley 

physician, died Feb. 17, 2007.

Charles M. Reeves Jr., 83, of West Point, 

Ga., friend of the University, died Nov. 18, 2006.

Walter W. Sessoms, 72, of Atlanta, 

friend of the University and National Engineering 

Advisory Board fellow, died July 2, 2006.

Roy L. Smith, 91, of Brunswick, friend of 

the University, died Aug. 16, 2006.

Albert J. “Duck” Swann Jr., of 

Spartanburg, S.C., friend of the University, died 

Jan. 28, 2007. 

Christine L. Tift, 89, of Macon, friend of 

the University, died Jan. 18, 2007.

1928
Linton B. Renfroe, AB, 99, of Naugatuck, 

Conn., died Nov. 15, 2006. 

1930
Brigadier Gen. Robert L. Scott Jr., 97, 

of Warner Robins, died Feb. 27, 2006.

1932
Eva Dell White, 93, of Pearson, died 

March 10, 2006.

1934
John T. Pellew, 94, of Macon, died Dec. 

26, 2006.

1937
The Hon. John Sammons Bell, BA, 92, 

of Fernandina Beach, Fla., died Dec. 8, 2006.

Kenneth R. Harris, BA, 93, of Inverness, 

Fla., died Feb. 5, 2007.

Louise Wilson Marsh, AB, 91, of 

Plymouth, N.C., died Feb. 9, 2007.

Mark and Cathy Adams, Kennesaw; Randy and 
Anne Aderhold, Macon; Dayne and Nancy Aldridge, 
Macon; Jon and Virginia Appleton, Athens; Alan 
and Diane Baca, Lizella; Allen and Gail Baldree, 
Vero Beach, Fla.; Russ and Carolyn Barber, Macon; 
Chip and Margaret Barron, Newnan; Don and Janet 
Beaty, Macon; Griffin and Nancy Bell, Americus; 
Everett and Teresa Bennett, Suwanee; George and 
Jeannine Berry, Forsyth; Warren and Nancy Berry, 
Atlanta; Mary Arnold Binns, Atlanta; Thomas and 
Darla Bishop, Cartersville; Tom and Doris Black, 
Columbus; John and Linda Blanchard, Fayetteville; 
Tommy and Beth Ann Boland; Alpharetta; Fred 
and Aileen Borrish, Douglasville; Pougie and 
Lois Bowen, Macon; Emmett and Sarah Bowers, 
Albany; Larry and Gini Braden, Powder Springs; 
Tom Watson Brown (deceased), Marietta; Jim 
and Ann Bruner, Macon; Judy Burge, Atlanta; Lee 
Burge, Atlanta; Marshall and Jane Butler, Forsyth; 
Jim and Debbie Calhoun, Macon; Mary Jane 
Cardwell and Eddie Wheeler, Waycross; Barbara 
Carlton, Wachula, Fla.; Carlton Carter, Tampa, 
Fla.; Truett and Jeannette Cathy, Hampton; Tom 
and LuLu Cauthorn, Marietta; John Cole and Mary 
Donovan, Macon; John and Lynn Collier, Macon; 
Donald and Nancy Brown Cornett, Macon; Wilma 
Cosper, Cullowhee, N.C.;  Jim and Linda Cowart, 

Roswell; Jim and Sandra Cox, Macon; Remer and 
Emily Crum, Atlanta; George and Alice Culpepper, 
Macon; Martin and Alice Dalton, Macon; Sam 
and Robbye Daniel, Williamsburg, Va.; Dwight 
and Brenda Davis, Atlanta; Doug Dillard, Atlanta; 
Bob and Jo Dollar, Dunwoody; Robert and Janice 
Donner, Macon; Homer and Ruth Drake, Newnan; 
Bob and Faye Dumke, Duluth; A. V. and Glennda 
Elliott, Macon; Tom and Fran Estes, Macon; Rich 
and Jean Fallis, Macon; Dan and Dixie Fausett, 
Peachtree City; Milton and Lori Ferrell, Miami, Fla.; 
Bill and Neva Fickling, Macon; Horace and Steve 
Fleming, Macon; Tim and Daisy Floyd, Macon; 
Waldo and Joann Floyd, Macon; Leneal and Tamlin 
Fortner, Columbus; Bill and Caroline Galloway, 
Stone Mountain; Jimmy and Annie Faye Gardner, 
Alpharetta; Charles and Debbie* Gaulding, Macon; 
Howard and Gladys Giddens, Macon; Rick and Judy 
Goddard, Warner Robins; Kirby and Joan Godsey, 
Macon; Rodney and Carol Goff, Macon; Doye and 
Ruth Green, Macon; Bill Greenhaw, Macon; Tom 
and Susan Gunby, Marietta; Gene and Delores Hall, 
Atlanta; Jim Hall, Virginia Beach, Va.; Kenneth and 
Beth Hammond, Macon; Bill and Geraldine Hankla, 
Norcross; Angus and Leonora Hart, Jeffersonville; 
Bob and Jennie Hash, Macon; Bob and Georgia 
Hatcher, Macon; Joe and Betty Hendricks, Macon; 
Mardie and Jennifer Herndon, Macon; Jim 
(deceased) and JoAnne Hilburn, Dublin; Tommy 
and Mimi Holland, Jonesboro; Robin and Faye 
Hood, Powder Springs; David and Janet Hudson, 
Augusta; John and Lil James, Macon; Kim Johnston 

and Pam Simpson, Macon; Carl and Regina Joiner, 
Macon; David and Debbie Jones, Jonesboro; Frank 
and Annie Jones, Macon; Cheryl Kasper, Norcross; 
Charley and Arlene Keaton, Marietta; Spencer and 
Gail King, Atlanta; Melvin Kruger, Macon; David 
Linch and Nancy Grace, Atlanta; Bob Lipman, 
Atlanta; John and Nancy Luther, Vero Beach, Fla.; 
Tommy and Debbie Malone, Atlanta; Raleigh and 
Gail Mann, Macon; Carl and Donna Martray, Macon; 
Charles and Carolyn Massey, Tifton; Ted and 
Marlene Matthews, Fayetteville; Carolyn McAfee, 
Seabrook Island, S.C.; Tom and Julie McAfee, 
Seabrook Island, S.C.; Virgle and Miriam McEver, 
Bonaire; Whitney McMath, Macon; Pauline Miles, 
Macon; Richard and Cathy Mooney, Thomasville; 
Eli and Phyllis Morgan, Forsyth; Cindy Morris and 
Chris Patterson, Dalton; Tony and Nancy Moye, 
McDonough; Emily P. Myers, Macon; Bill and Kitty 
Neace, Lizella; Ralph and Harriet Newton, Macon; 
C.B. Harman Nicholson, Atlanta; Mufid and Aida 
Othman, Macon; Allan and Debbie Pitchford, Macon; 
Dick Plunkett, Carrollton; Shirley Plunkett, Bowdon; 
Bobby and Carol Pope, Macon; Warren and Carol 
Power, McDonough; Jimmy and Sherrill Ragans, 
Tallahassee, Fla.; Charles and Frances Reeves, 
West Point; Albert and Chunk Reichert, Macon; 
Charles and Frances Roberts, Los Gatos, Calif.; 
Bill and Judy Roberts, Fayetteville; Bob Rush and 
Peggy DuBose, Macon; Ferrol and Helen Sams, 
Fayetteville; James and Deen Day Sanders, Duluth; 
Harold and Evelyn Sangster, Vienna; Dicky and Kay 
Saunders, Columbus; Sandy and Pam Saunders, 

Stone Mountain; George and Stephanie Shepherd, 
Huntington Beach, Calif.; Chris Sheridan, Macon; 
John and Sharon Sherrer, Marietta; Bill and Bess 
Shirley, Macon; Betty Sweet Simmons, Macon; 
Suthern and Mary Sims, Macon; Doug and Jane 
Skelton, Savannah; Chuck and Sheryl Sloane, 
Atlanta; Martha Small, Baton Rouge, La.; Claude 
and Linda Smith, Blowing Rock, N.C.; Roy* and 
Eugenia Smith, Brunswick; Bill and Ruth Solomon, 
Macon; Bob and Lu Steed, Atlanta; Bill and Monika 
Stripling, Norcross; Richard and Dorothy Swindle, 

Lilburn; Billy and Anne Thomas, Griffin; Charles 
and Helen Tuck, Dalton; J. T. and Shirley Turner, 
Savannah; Jack and Wyleen Turner, Dalton; Wesley 
and Jane Turton, Cordele; Bill and Lesli Underwood, 
Macon; Jerry Vanderhoef, Tuscumbia, Ala.; Angel 
and Elaine Vazquez, Macon; Carroll and Marianna 
Walker, Macon; Howell and Valerie Watkins, Miami, 
Fla.; Preston and Sara Williams, Montezuma; Sidney 
and Nancy Williams, Houston, Texas; Sarah Withers, 
McDonough; Bruce and Dot Yandle, Clemson, S.C.; 
Charlie and Mary Jean Yates, Macon.

2006 President’s 
Club Sponsors

Among the officers of The President’s Club for 2006-2007 are: officers-at-large Kathy C. Lynn, 
M.D., ’90; J. Thomas McAfee III, ’00; William A. Moye, ’73; and President Stephanie Godsey 
Shepherd, ’02. Officers not pictured are officers-at-large Teresa Bennett and M. Diane Owens, ’77.



Jack A. Morris, 90, of Hilton Head, S.C., 

died Nov. 13, 2006.

1938
Elizabeth Dean Drinkard, BA, 89, of 

Woodstock, died July 4, 2006.	

Lillian Kirtland Isaacs, AB, 88, of 

Tallahassee, Fla., died March 2, 2007.

Emily Head Nutting, 89, of Boynton 

Beach, Fla., died Aug. 31, 2006.

Harriet Pittman, of Atlanta, died Jan. 

22, 2007.

Mary McKee Shelton, AB, 88, of Mt. 

Airy, N.C., died Aug. 24, 2006.

William F. Walker Jr., 91, of Perry, died 

March 5, 2006.

1939
Dr. David L. Hearin, AB, 88, of 

Alpharetta, died July 19, 2006.

George W. Stovall, 90, of Douglas, died 

Jan. 26, 2007.

1940
Dr. Maurice F. Arnold, AB, 89, of 

Hawkinsville, died Oct. 16, 2006.

Galata Hartley, 87, of Macon, died July 

16, 2006.

T. Kenyon Sellers, 91, of Albany, died 

Jan. 17, 2007.

1941
Dr. I. B. Hall, AB, 86, of Roswell, died 

May 22, 2006.

1942
Lt. Col. Rodney H. Blaylock Sr., AB, 

85, of Albany, died Sept. 20, 2006.

Dr. Helen Johnson Castelli, AB, of 

Harrisburg, Pa., died Jan. 22, 2007.

Dr. Marvin L. Davis, BS, 84, of Atlanta, 

died June 30, 2006.

Samuel C. Jordan Sr., AB, 85, of 

Louisville, Ky., died March 30, 2006.

Dorothy Williams Leven, AB, 86, of 

Macon, died Nov. 24, 2006.

Henry Warnock, AB, of Macon, died July 

8. Warnock taught history at Mercer for some 

40 years. He also served as chair of the History 

Department.

Frank C. Wary, 90, of Brookfield, Ohio, 

died March 17, 2006.

1943
The Rev. Robert W. Greene, AB, 85, of 

Redlands, Calif., died Aug. 11, 2006.

Dr. Betty Caldwell Hamil, AB, of 

Palmetto, died Aug. 22, 2006.

Dr. Peter O. Holliday Jr., 85, of Macon, 

died Jan. 20, 2007.

1944
Betty Jo Smith Booth Franklin, AB, of 

Madison, died Aug. 5, 2006.

Dr. Charles E. Mixon Jr., AB, 81, of 

Thomaston, died Jan. 5, 2006.

1945
Janice Sams Cole, 82, of Newnan, died 

March 31, 2006.

Dr. Clyde Smith, BS, 81, of Kailua, 

Hawaii, died Jan. 8, 2006.

Arthur D. Woody, AB, 81, of Suches, 

died Feb. 28, 2007.

1946
Dr. Larry A. Schwartz, BS, 81, of 

Macon, died Dec. 1, 2006.

1947
Fred Beverly, AB, M.Ed. ’50, 84, of 

Nashville, Tenn., Nov. 18, 2006.

Alice Justice Patterson, BS, 87, of 

Macon, died Aug. 28, 2006.

The Rev. Robert P. Thompson, AB, 83, 

of Daleville, Va., died March 7, 2007.

1948
David D. Johnson, AB, 86, of 

Tallahassee, Fla., died July 16, 2006.

Celeste Champion Massey, AB, 79, of 

Chamblee, died Dec. 15, 2006.

The Rev. Woodrow W. Richardson 
Sr., AB, 93, of Orangeburg, S.C., died Jan. 1, 

2007.

David W. Thornton, AB, 84, of Macon, 

died Nov. 8, 2006.

Justus T. Trimble Jr., AB, 82, of Macon, 

died Sept. 24, 2006.

1949
Ernestine P. Floyd, AB, 77, of 

Danielsville, died Feb. 26, 2006.

Dr. Charles F. Pearson, 94, of 

Nashville, Tenn., died Oct. 1, 2006.

The Rev. Emmett N. Swinney Jr., AB, 

81, of Macon, died July 21, 2006.

Thomas F. Worsham, M.Ed., 84, of 

Jeffersonville, died Feb. 11, 2007.

1950
Charles Drill Jr., AB, 80, of Phenix City, 

Ala., died Sept. 27, 2006.

Berry L. Griffin Jr., 80, of Augusta, died 

June 14, 2006.

Dr. H. Finn Groover, AB, 79, of 

Tallahassee, Fla., died Feb. 25, 2007.

Dr. Neal H. Newson, AB, 76, of Atlanta, 

died Aug. 27, 2006.

1951
Phil H. Crawford, M.Ed., 91, of Due 

West, S.C., died Nov. 7, 2006.

John J. McCreary Jr., AB, 78, of Macon, 

died Oct. 32, 2006.

Sara Carstarphen Sutherland, AB, 

M.Ed. ’52, 75, of Macon, died Dec. 6, 2006.

1952
Ruth Garrett Coffer, AB, 76, of Franklin, 

Tenn., died Jan. 5, 2007.

Robert M. Jones, AB, 77, of Macon, died 

June 7, 2006.

The Rev. Joseph J. Morrow, 89, of 

Cordele, died June 30, 2006.

Gordon L. Parks, AB, 85, of Reynolds, 

died Dec. 14, 2006.

The Rev. Harold R. Rickert, AB, 82, of 

Sylvania, died April 3, 2006.

1953
Jack H. Mitchell, AB, of Yatesville, died 

May 8, 2006.

Virgil “Wink” Harris, 76, of Winder, 

died May 2. He was married to 1944 Tift gradu-

ate, Mary Jane Williams, who preceded him 

in death. His longtime support of Tift College 

earned him the designation of “Mr. Tift.”

1954
John A. Buchanan, AB, 76, of Macon, 

died July 17, 2006.

Patricia Woodward Nason, AB, 73, of 

Wesley Chapel, Fla., died March 24, 2006.

Belle Smith Pettigrew, BS, 92, of 

Jackson, died Aug. 1, 2006.

1955
Dr. Nell Powers Braswell, AB, 73, of 

Rock Hill, S.C., died Nov. 6, 2006.

Elaine Davis Hughes, AB, 73, of 

Anderson, S.C. died Dec. 18, 2006.

The Rev. William E. Nash, AB, 73, of 

Athens, died June 4, 2006.

1956
Daniel R. Cline, AB, 73, of Atlanta, died 

Oct. 9, 2006.

Russell R. Hanson, AB, 71, of Macon, 

died Aug. 1, 2006.

Carlyle A. Irby Jr., AB, M.Ed. ’60, 75, of 

Valdosta, died June 16, 2006.

Elizabeth Drinnon Lewis, M.Ed., 84, of 

Jonesboro, died Dec. 27, 2006.

The Rev. Robert D. Moseley, AB, of 

Hephzibah, died May 29, 2006.

The Rev. J. Neal Tolson, AB, 71, of Fort 

Worth, Texas, died July 27, 2006.

1957
C. Johnson Comer Jr., AB, 72, of 

Macon, died Dec. 5, 2006.

Morris C. Johnson, M.Ed., 73, of Griffin, 

died Jan. 12, 2006.

Noel Doster Moore, AB, of Rocky Mount, 

N.C., died Dec. 28, 2006.

The Rev. Daniel M. Munn, of Augusta, 

died June 29, 2006.

1958
Algy Carbonell Edwards, AB, 71, of 

Macon died Nov. 12, 2006.

Barbara Cox Hammonds, 69, of 

Concord, N.C., died March 8, 2006.

George F. Thomson Jr., AB, 74, of 

Dawsonville, died Oct. 6, 2006. 

1959
Dr. Mikell B. Karsten, AB, 73, of Tryon, 

N.C., died Nov. 13, 2006.

1960
Johnnie Ruth Greene Hedden, AB, 68, 

of Decatur, died Oct. 16, 2006.

1961
Burma Lasseter Lockridge, AB, 80, of 

Roswell, died Jan. 20, 2007.

1962
Sandra Jeane Burnett, AB, 65, of 

Clarkesville, died Aug. 31, 2006.

L. Preston Gilmore, 65, of Savannah, 

died Aug. 8, 2006.

Frances Duggar Johnson, AB, 64, of 

Baxley, died June 1, 2006.

1963
Benjamin F. Sikes, M.Ed., 74, of 

Cobbtown, died Nov. 14, 2006.

1964
Virginia Saunders Dougherty, AB, 

M.Ed., 71, of Macon, died Feb. 11, 2007.

1966
Dr. Albert L. Cardwell, 82, of Macon, 

died Oct. 7, 2006.

1968
Nell Bridges Gillespie, BSEE, 93, of 

Macon, died Oct. 24, 2006.

Fred D. White, BA, 62, of Douglasville, 

died Dec. 3, 2006.

1970
Robert W. Ford, BA, 58, of Bixby, Okla., 

died Dec. 11, 2006.

1971
Marvin E. Reed, 98, of Bainbridge, died 

Dec. 12, 2006.

Johnnie Graham Stern, BA, 84, of 

Dallas, Ga., died Dec. 7, 2006.

1972
John M. Newberry, BA, of Lizella, died 

Sept. 8, 2006.

Marion H. Poythress, BS, 68, of Macon, 

died Sept. 14, 2006.

1973
Deborah Sandison Gaulding, BA, 54, of 

Macon, died Oct. 10, 2006.

1974
Dr. Michael T. Rainwater, BS, 54, of 

Peachtree City, died Dec. 23, 2006.

1977
Dr. David G. Hooker, BS, 50, of Evans, 

died June 26, 2006.

Caswell Scott Turner, BA, 52, of 

Jacksonville, Fla., died Jan. 31, 2007.

1978
Sara Jane Frazier, BA, of Atlanta, died 

May 29, 2006.

Sarah McLeroy Harrison, BS, 51, of 

Doraville, died July 6, 2006.

1979
Susan Jackson Moore, BA, 49, of 

Byron, died Nov. 25, 2006.

1980
Frankie Lee Barrow, BBA, 52, of Macon, 

died Oct. 8, 2006.

James W. Dominy Jr., BA, 48, of Macon 

died July 23, 2006.

1981
Jewell Hall Ray Penland, MLS, of 

Macon, died Feb. 9, 2007.

Donald E. Woodin Jr., MLS, 66, of 

Belmont, N.C., died Jan. 21, 2006.

1982
Edwina Johnston Bush, BA, MLS ’87, 

89, of Macon, died Jan. 21, 2007.

1987
P. Davis Robbins Jr., BA, 50, of Ocoee, 

Fla., died May 31, 2006.

1992
Thomas R. Speir, BS, 64, of Atlanta, died 

April 24, 2006.

2000
Jason D. Dugger, M.Div., BA ’95, 33, of 

Centerville, died July 7, 2006.

2002
Kari K. Cofield, BSSS, 29, of Macon, 

died Feb. 6, 2007.

2003
Sarah Elizabeth Lambert, MSHA, 29, of 

Palmetto, died Aug. 14, 2006.

2006
Matthew B. Reddy, BS, 22, of Macon, 

died March 9, 2007.

T h e  M e r c e r i a n  /  s u mm  e r  2 0 0 7   1 9

C l a ss   Not   e s
M e r c e r  A l u m n i  N e w s

	 Pausing for a photograph in the newly dedicated LaTorre Family Plaza on April 25 were, l to r, President William D. Underwood, 

Dean M. Dayne Aldridge, Donald LaTorre, former National Engineering Advisory Board Chair, and Dan Nale, his successor as chair. 

The plaza connects the School of Engineering building with the recently completed Science and Engineering Building, which houses       

high-tech classrooms, research laboratories and offices for engineering and physics. 

	 LaTorre, the longest-serving chairman of NEAB, led the board for 12 years and has been a major financial supporter of the School 

and its mission to educate engineers. 

LaTorre and his wife, Gloria, who 

are Life Members of The President’s 

Club, established the LaTorre Family 

Endowed Scholarship for students in 

the School of Engineering in 2000.  

They made a gift in 2006 in support 

of the new Science and Engineering 

Building, which resulted in the 

naming of the LaTorre Family Plaza. 

LaTorre retired as president and 

chief operating officer for Engelhard 

Corp., a multi-billion dollar specialty 

catalyst and materials company, 

before becoming president of L&G 

Management Consultants, Inc., in 

Holmes Beach, Fla.

a master of education degree from 

Northern Illinois University, a master 

of physiology degree from Ball State 

University and a master of medical 

science degree from Emory University.

Laura Baumgarten, LPN, is the 

program specialist. Baumgarten 

most recently worked for the North        

Georgia United Methodist Foundation 

in its marketing department and 

financial department and was an LPN 

with Pru Care.

A clinical coordinator faculty       

member joined the PA faculty in June.

In addition to the graduate 

program, the University will have 

a bachelor’s degree pre-physician 

assistant program on the Macon 

campus, home to Mercer’s traditional 

undergraduate schools and colleges. 

Undergraduate students successfully 

completing a minimum of 90 hours         

of pre-requisite coursework in 

the program, including all College 

of Liberal Arts general education 

requirements and the designated 

number of hours of direct patient care 

experience, will be considered for 

admission into the highly-competitive 

master’s program in Atlanta.

Physician Assistant 
Program
— Continued from page 3

Plaza Named for Longtime Benefactors of Engineering School — 
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