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REM bassist Mike Mills performs the band’s “Nightswimming” on
piano with students from the McDuffie Center (February 2009)



DAVID HALEN, violin

Concertmaster of the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra

e Served as concertmaster and soloist with the San Francisco and Houston Symphonies as well as the Aspen Music
Festival Orchestra

® Received Saint Louis Arts and Entertainment Award for Excellence in 2002
e Co-founded the Innsbrook Institute in 2001 with Ed Boyce

e Served as assistant concertmaster with Christoph Eschenbach of the Houston Symphony Orchestra from 1983
to 1991

® Holds a master’s degree in violin from the University of lllinois at Champaign-Urbana, studying with Sergiu Luca

¢ Earned a bachelor’s degree at 19 and at the time became the youngest recipient ever of a Fulbright Scholarship,
which he used to study with Wolfgang Marschner at the Freiburg Hochschule fiir Musik in Germany

e Began playing violin at age six, studying first with his mother, a professional musician, and later with his father,
a professor of violin

e Plays a 1753 Johannes Baptiste Guadagnini violin, made in ltaly

ELIZABETH PRIDGEN, piano
Piano Chair of the Robert McDuffie Center for Strings

¢ Collaborative performances with esteemed artists Robert McDuffie, Hilary Hahn, Lynn Harrell, Elmar Oliveira,
Sarah Chang and Mark O’Connor as well as members of the New York Philharmonic and Boston and Atlanta
Symphony Orchestras

o Performed with Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble and the Mark Morris Dance Group at Jacob's Pillow

e Performances throughout the United States including concerts at Alice Tully Hall, Carnegie Hall's Weill Recital Hall
and the Kosciuszko Foundation

e Solo recitals in Atlanta, Washington, D.C., New York, and the Caribbean

o Appears regularly at the Tanglewood Music Festival and the Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival
e Earned a bachelor’s degree from Peabody Conservatory of Music as a student of Ann Schein

e Earned a master’s degree from The Juilliard School, where she studied with Joseph Kalichstein




SABINA THATCHER, viola

Principal Violist of the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra

e Active soloist and chamber musician with orchestras and festivals including Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra,
Spoleto Festival and Mozart Festival in Lille, France

e Performs as a member of the Rosalyra String Quartet, which made its New York debut in 1996

e Faculty member at the Aspen Music Festival and School

e Released recordings with Rosalyra of Barték and Beethoven String Quartets on the Boston Records label and two
Shostakovich String Quartets facilitated by a McKnight Artist Fellowship

¢ Graduated from the Eastman School of Music, studying with Heidi Castleman and Martha Katz
¢ Post-graduate study with Lillian Fuchs at The Juilliard School




“tx \ tnlull]m\

McDuffie Center students perform with Italian students and ’
Elizabeth Pridgen at the Rome Chamber Music Festival 2009






KURT MURO K1, double bass

Renowned Concert and Chamber Music Performer

e Career highlights include performances with members of the Guarneri, Emerson, Juilliard, Tokyo and Orion
Quartets, the Ensemble Wein-Berlin and with the internationally-renowned Sejong Soloists, Orpheus Chamber
Orchestra, Jupiter Chamber Players, The Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and Brooklyn Philharmonic

 Honorary Artist Member of the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center

e Constantly engaged for movie soundtracks and commercial recordings including “The Departed,” “The Good
Shepherd,” “The Manchurian Candidate”

e First-prize winner in the Aspen Music Festival Double Bass Competition and first bassist to win the New World
Symphony Concerto and the Honolulu Symphony Young Artists Competitions

* Double bass teacher at the Bowdoin International Music Festival and New Jersey City University and Artist in
Residence at Stony Brook University

e Began his musical studies on the violin at age six and subsequently performed with Honolulu and Maui
Symphonies

® Began studying the double bass at age 13, entered Juilliard at 17 as a student of Homer R. Mensc




ROBERT MCDUEFFIE

CENTER FOR STRINGS

TOWNSEND SCHOOL OF MUSIC
MERCER UNIVERSITY

AMY SCHWARTZ MORETTI, Director

For curriculum and application information, visit
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moretti_as@mercer.edu

John H. Dickson, Dean, Professor of Conducting
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