
                  HEALTH VOCATIONS ADVISING FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS


Instructions

All pre-health students and their academic advisors should download this FAQ document, print a copy, and keep it for personal reference.  This document is an excellent resource for answers to health vocations advising questions.  Other resources for pre-health students include Mercer’s pre-professional advisor (in the Office of Academic and Advising Services), the websites listed in this document, and the websites for specific medical and professional schools. 
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Health Vocations Advising and Resources

1. WHICH STUDENTS NEED HEALTH VOCATIONS ADVISING?

Any Mercer University undergraduate student who plans to apply to a professional school to study allopathic medicine, osteopathic medicine, dental medicine, veterinary medicine, or optometry is designated as a pre-medicine student.  We make this designation to assure that these students receive specific advising about the requirements and protocols for their respective career paths.  Pre-medicine is NOT an academic major or program; every pre-medicine student must still choose an academic major offered by one of Mercer’s colleges or schools.  In addition to completing major and minor programs of study, a pre-medicine student must plan to complete several courses in science, which are described below; these classes fulfill the admission requirements for most medical schools.
Other groups of health vocations pre-professional students include pre-allied health students and pre-pharmacy students; as with pre-medicine, these pre-professional paths are not academic majors.  The allied health sciences include career paths in areas such as physical therapy and nursing.  Note that the undergraduate program in nursing is a specific major area for study at the Mercer University Georgia Baptist College of Nursing; students must complete at least one year of pre-nursing courses at Mercer’s College of Liberal Arts or at some other college/university before enrolling in the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing (see question 35).  All pre-allied health students should make themselves aware of the particular requirements for the health vocations programs in which they are interested.  

Pre-pharmacy students at Mercer most often follow the program of courses described in the Mercer University Bulletin as preparation to apply to and study at the Mercer University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences (see question 34).  However, Mercer students may prepare for and apply to any pharmacy school in which they are interested.  Students who plan to apply to pharmacy schools other than Mercer’s should familiarize themselves with the requirements of the particular schools in which they are interested.  
At some points in this document, the three groups of pre-professional students mentioned above (pre-medicine, pre-allied health, and pre-pharmacy) are collectively referred to as pre-health students.

2. WHO ARE THE HEALTH VOCATIONS ADVISORS?

Like all Mercer University students, each pre-medicine, pre-pharmacy, or pre-allied health student has an assigned academic advisor (a first-year advisor, a transfer advisor, or an advisor in the department of the student’s major).  The assigned academic advisor is the first stop for all advising.  This FAQ document provides the answers to common health vocations advising questions, and familiarity with this information is part of the training for advisors at Mercer University.

The names and contact information of the Mercer University health vocations advisors are available from the Office of Academic and Advising Services.  The health vocations advisors and advising resources are listed below:

• The Pre-Professional Advisor in the Office of Academic and Advising Services provides support for pre-health students and their advisors throughout the students’ undergraduate studies.  This office also coordinates initial academic advising for pre-allied health students and pre-medicine students.  (Contact the Office of Academic and Advising Services for more information.)

• The Health Vocations Advisement Committee oversees the preparation of applications to medical (including dental, veterinary, and optometry) schools and drafts student evaluation letters to support medical school applications by Mercer University students and alumni (see questions 21, 27, 28, and 29).  (Contact the Office of Academic and Advising Services for more information.)
• The Career Services Office offers advising for students who desire more information about careers in the various medical professions, students who are preparing for interviews with professional schools or potential employers, and students requiring alternative career advising.  (Contact the Career Services Office for more information.)

3. WHAT IS THE HEALTH VOCATIONS ADVISING E-MAIL LIST?

The health vocations advising e-mail list, Healthvoc-L, was set up to provide an electronic forum for communication between Mercer University’s pre-health students and advisors.  Individuals may subscribe to this list by sending an e-mail message to mailserv@mercer.edu with the following text:


sub healthvoc-L


end

The mail server will send an automated response indicating that the individual has subscribed to Healthvoc-L.  To send messages to the people on this list, subscribers may simply address e-mail to healthvoc-L@mercer.edu.  This mailing list is an appropriate forum for announcing events or opportunities appropriate for pre-health students, to ask questions of (or ask for advice from) other pre-health students (and advisors), to initiate open discussions on pre-health related topics, etc.

4. WHAT IS THE “PRE-MEDICINE ADVISING CHECKLIST”?

The “Pre-Medicine Advising Checklist” lists the courses and extra-curricular activities that a pre-med student must complete so that s/he may successfully apply to a medical school.  Academic advisors should review this checklist with their pre-medicine advisees during each fall and spring advising period; pre-medicine students should make certain that their advising folders each contain a copy of this checklist.  The “Pre-Medicine Advising Checklist” is appended to this document (see the last page).

5. WHERE SHOULD STUDENTS LOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEDICAL SCHOOLS?

On-line resources offer the most accessible and up-to-date information about medical schools and careers.  The Association of American Medical Colleges’ (AAMC) website (www.aamc.org) is a great starting point for researching medical schools.  Pre-medicine students should also explore on-line information specific to and available from the professional schools to which they plan to apply.  

For a more compact source of application-related information, pre-medicine students can turn to various medical school guidebooks; these references are available from bookstores and on-line retailers.  The Medical School Admission Requirements (MSAR) from the AAMC is available for order through their web site, and this comprehensive guide contains admission data from the various medical schools, as well as advice for applicants.

Selecting and Scheduling Courses 

6. WHICH COURSES SHOULD PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS TAKE?

Medical schools look for individuals who come from various backgrounds and possess a variety of skills and interests.  However, the most important skill with respect to medical training is the ability to use critical thinking to solve problems.  Undergraduate students develop this skill through practice in science courses, the foundation of a pre-medicine student’s curriculum; specific course requirements in biology, chemistry, and physics are listed below.  However, due to the fundamental importance of mathematics to success in the sciences, preparation to begin study at or above the pre-calculus level (MAT 133) must be viewed as prerequisite to even considering the pre-medicine track.

Medical schools universally require the courses listed in the “Universal Pre-Medicine Course Requirements” box (see below).  All of the required courses should be completed before a pre-medicine student takes the appropriate admissions examination---the Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT), Dental Admissions Test (DAT), etc.; therefore, pre-medicine students are advised to complete these courses by the end of their third year of undergraduate study (this recommendation assumes a student remains on track to graduate at the completion of the fourth year of undergraduate study and will be applying to start medical school immediately following graduation).
Pre-Medicine Advising Note:  It is the pre-medicine student’s responsibility to identify additional courses required for admission at the professional schools to which s/he plans to apply.  Students should read the “Additional Courses” note below, and review the admissions web pages for all professional schools to which they plan to apply.  

UNIVERSAL PRE-MEDICINE COURSE REQUIREMENTS
INCLUDING PRE-DENTISTRY, PRE-OPTOMETRY, AND PRE-VETERINARY MEDICINE 
COURSE SET 1. These courses are 100-level courses.  Note that, to enroll in the first courses in both the chemistry and
physics sequences, a student must demonstrate a minimum mathematics competency that is equivalent to pre-
calculus (MAT 133) or above; this competency may be demonstrated through credit (college or AP) for MAT 133 or 
its equivalent, or through a minimum score on the math placement test.  In the case of the first chemistry course 
(CHM 111), students may enroll in the class without demonstrating pre-calculus competency if they also enroll in
CHM 099 and MAT 133 for that same semester.
      • One year of general chemistry with laboratories: take CHM 111 and 112.  Pre-medicine students should enroll in general chemistry as soon as possible, since the general chemistry courses are prerequisites for the courses in SET 2, below.
      • One year of physics with laboratories: take either PHY 141, 121L, 142, and 142L or PHY 161, 121L, 162, and 162L.  Please note that the 160-sequence also requires calculus (MAT 191 and 192).
COURSE SET 2. These courses are 200-level courses.  The general chemistry sequence (CHM 111 and 112) is a prerequisite for enrollment in both the biology and organic chemistry sequences.

      • One year of introductory biology with laboratories: take BIO 210 and 220 or BIO 211 and 212.

      • One year of organic chemistry with laboratories: take CHM 221 and 222.

(See question 4, as well as the “Pre-Medicine Advising Checklist” at the end of this document.)

Chemistry Minor: While pre-medicine is NOT an academic major or minor, those students who complete the four required courses in chemistry (in the list above) do meet the Mercer University requirements for a minor in chemistry.

Additional Courses: Most professional schools recommend strongly that pre-health students complete a course in biochemistry (BIO/CHM 465).  Many medical schools have additional requirements, such as calculus (MAT 191 and 192).  Schools of dentistry and optometry often highly recommend certain additional courses, especially microbiology (BIO 303) and an introductory psychology course (PSY 101).  Veterinary medicine schools often require additional courses in biology, especially a comparative animal physiology course (BIO 325).  Pre-health students should check the admission requirements of the professional schools at which they are likely to apply and, ideally, review these requirements before registering for second-year courses (they might need to consider other required courses when assembling their course schedules).
7. WHEN SHOULD PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS ENROLL IN THE REQUIRED COURSES?

One suggested schedule for the required pre-medicine courses (along with a biochemistry course, which is not required by all medical schools but is strongly recommended) is outlined in the table below.  The actual scheduling for these courses might depend on factors such as a student’s initial mathematics placement and the availability of required courses for the student’s academic major.  When arranging their course schedules, pre-medicine students are advised to plan ahead and review the printed lists of Mercer University course offerings; this is important because not all of the required courses for a student’s major and/or the pre-medicine track will be offered every semester, and a one-semester delay along the pre-medicine track could turn into a one-year delay due to complications involving pre-requisites, etc.

Scheduling for Pre-Medicine Engineering Students: Please refer to the Mercer University Bulletin for a recommended schedule.  Also see question 8 in this document.
Mathematics Placement: Note that, to enroll in the first courses in both the chemistry and physics sequences, a student must demonstrate a minimum mathematics competency that is equivalent to pre-calculus (MAT 133) or above; this competency may be demonstrated through credit (college or AP) for MAT 133 or its equivalent, or through a minimum score on the math placement test.  In the case of the first chemistry course (CHM 111), students may enroll in the class without demonstrating pre-calculus competency if they also enroll in CHM 099 and MAT 133 that same semester.
SUGGESTED PRE-MEDICINE COURSE SCHEDULE:

	YEAR
	FALL SEMESTER
	SPRING SEMESTER

	FIRST
	CHM 111
	CHM 112, BIO 211*

	SECOND
	BIO 212, PHY 141**, PHY 121L
	PHY 142, PHY 142L

	THIRD
	CHM 221
	CHM 222

	FOURTH
	BIO 465
	


*Beginning in the fall of 2006, Mercer University introduced a new numbering for its introductory biology sequence while also keeping the previous numbering system in place for the 2006-2007 academic year.  Thus, during this academic year, both the previous numbers, BIO 210 and BIO 220, and the new numbers, BIO 211 and BIO 212, will be in use.  Mercer students who complete either of these sequences (BIO 210 and 220 or BIO 211 and 212) will have met the pre-medicine requirement for an introductory biology sequence.  

**Pre-medicine students may meet the physics requirement by taking either physics sequence: PHY 141 and 121L and PHY 142 and 142L or PHY 161 and 121L and PHY 162 and 162L.  Students should note that PHY 161 has a prerequisite or corequisite of MAT 191 (Calculus I) and PHY 162 has a prerequisite or corequisite of MAT 192 (Calculus II).

8. HOW DO PRE-MEDICINE COURSES FIT INTO THE SCHEDULE OF A STUDENT IN THE SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING?

The pre-medicine course requirements fit most closely with the requirements for the Bachelor of Science in Engineering (BSE) with a Specialization in Biomedical Engineering offered by Mercer’s School of Engineering.  The Mercer University Bulletin contains a model course schedule for a student desiring to complete the requirements for both pre-medicine and the BSE with a Specialization in Biomedical Engineering.  

Also of Interest for Pre-Medicine Engineering Students: The Dual Biomedical Engineering Medical School Admission Program (DBemSAP) is a program intended for highly motivated and talented students.  Engineering students who are accepted into the program must meet high academic standards on a consistent basis while also complying with the mission of the Mercer University School of Medicine (MUSM).  Students who meet the program’s requirements are automatically accepted at the MUSM upon completion of their Bachelor of Science in Engineering with a Specialization in Biomedical Engineering.  Details are available from the Department of Biomedical Engineering in the School of Engineering.

9. HOW CHALLENGING IS THE PRE-MEDICINE TRACK?

The pre-medicine track is very challenging.  Only 10-20% of the students who begin undergraduate studies at Mercer University as pre-medicine students ultimately complete applications to professional programs in the health vocations.

10. WHICH COURSES SHOULD PRE-ALLIED HEALTH STUDENTS TAKE?

Professional programs in the allied health sciences have varying course requirements, all of which are to be completed before a student may be admitted to a program.  These requirements typically include general chemistry (CHM 111, CHM 112) and one or more semesters of introductory biology (BIO 210 and 220 or BIO 211 and 212) and organic chemistry (CHM 221, CHM 222).  Depending on the program, course requirements might also include specific additional courses in biology and/or psychology, as well as general requirements of some number of completed hours in the humanities and social sciences.  Therefore, every pre-allied health student is strongly advised to acquaint her/himself with the admission requirements for the professional programs to which s/he is most likely to apply.  One example set of pre-allied health requirements is given below.

EXAMPLE SET OF PRE-ALLIED HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

(based on the requirements posted as of July 10, 2008 for admission to the program leading to the Master in Medical Science degree at Mercer University’s College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences (http://cophs.mercer.edu/pdfs/PAAdmissionReq.pdf).  Students can also visit Mercer’s pre-professional advising webpage for more advice about this program: http://www2.mercer.edu/AAS/Pre-professional+Information/Pre-Physician+Assistant+Information.htm). 
GPA:  Preferred cumulative undergraduate (and relevant science-related graduate degree) GPA of at least 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) and undergraduate natural sciences GPA of at least 2.75. Only grades of “C” or better are acceptable for prerequisite coursework (see below).
DEGREE:  Completion of a Bachelor of Science/ Arts degree from an accredited university.
REQUIRED COURSEWORK:

   
General chemistry with laboratories (8 credit hr: CHM 111 and 112)

General biology with laboratories (8 credit hr: BIO 210 and 220 or BIO 211 and 212)
Organic chemistry with a laboratory (4 credit hr: CHM 221- see note below for Biochemistry)

Microbiology with a laboratory (4 credit hr: BIO 303)
Anatomy & Physiology with laboratories (8 credit hr: BIO 202 and BIO 203)

Biochemistry (3-4 credit hr: BIO/CHM 465)  
    Note: at Mercer, Organic Chemistry II (CHM 222) is a prerequisite for BIO/CHM 465, meaning pre-PA students
    may need to take CHM 222 even though it is not required for admission to the COPHS P.A.
    program.]

Statistics (3 credit hr: MAT 126)
Introductory or general psychology (3 credit hr: PSY 101)

Developmental or abnormal psychology (3 credit hr: e.g., PSY 245)

English composition (6 credit hr: ENG 108/109 or FYS 101/102)
PATIENT CARE EXPERIENCE:  1000 hours of documented patient care experience are required before enrollment.

The following websites provide additional information on allied health programs:

The American Medical Association

For information on careers in the allied health professions, go to http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/2322.html.
Emory University

For information on Emory’s degree programs in the allied health professions, go to http://prod-med.emory.edu/education/programs/allied_health.cfm.  Emory’s allied health programs include: Anesthesiology & Patient Monitoring Systems, Ophthalmic Technology, Physical Therapy, Physician Assistant, and Radiologic Technology. 

Georgia State University College of Health and Human Sciences

For information on Georgia State’s degree programs in the allied health professions, go http://chhsweb.gsu.edu/.  Georgia State’s allied health programs include: Nursing, Nutrition, Physical Therapy, and Respiratory Therapy.

Medical College of Georgia

For information on the Medical College of Georgia’s degree programs in the allied health professions, go to http://www.mcg.edu/SAH/index.html.  The Medical College’s allied health programs include: Biomedical and Radiological Technology, Dental Hygiene, Health Informatics, Medical Illustration, Occupational Therapy, Physician Assistant, Physical Therapy, and Respiratory Therapy. 

11. WHAT ADDITIONAL ADVICE ABOUT COURSES DO PRE-HEALTH STUDENTS NEED?

A successful pre-health student is expected to complete a breadth of studies, not just science courses.  The development of communication skills---writing, critical reading, and oral communication---in the context of natural science, humanities, and social science courses is of particular importance; this process begins at Mercer University in the First-Year Seminars (FYS 101 and FYS 102) and in Scientific Inquiry (SCI 105).  It is recommended that pre-health students select additional courses that emphasize reading, discussion, and writing so that they may further develop their communication skills.  Participation in the Great Books Program is one way in which students may complete Mercer’s general education requirements while also achieving the dual goals of completing a breadth of studies and sharpening communication and critical thinking skills.

Grade Point Averages and Withdrawals
12. WHAT CONCERNS SHOULD PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS HAVE ABOUT THEIR GRADE POINT AVERAGES?

Medical schools will assess an applicant’s learning ability by looking at his/her overall GPA and at his/her GPA in mathematics and science courses.  The Association of American Medical Colleges (www.aamc.org) provided the following grade point average (GPA) statistics and advice in their publication Medical School Admission Requirements (2006-2007):

( The mean undergraduate GPA for medical school entrants in the fall of 2007 was 3.68.

( Medical school acceptance rates are significantly lower for applicants with GPA’s below 3.3 than they are for applicants whose GPA’s are above this level.

( Applicants admitted with GPA’s below 3.00 represent very unusual cases in which the applicants have demonstrated truly exceptional qualifications outside of the classroom.

The Health Vocations Advisement Committee (HVAC) strongly recommends that pre-medicine students strive to balance their studies and extracurricular activities so that the students may achieve the goal of maintaining a high GPA.  According to the HVAC, a medical school applicant should have an overall GPA of 3.50 or above to have the best chance of acceptance to a medical school; applicants with GPA’s below 3.00 will not generally receive a positive academic recommendation from the HVAC.

13. WHAT CONCERNS SHOULD PRE-ALLIED HEALTH STUDENTS HAVE ABOUT THEIR GRADE POINT AVERAGES?

As with medical schools, allied health programs will assess an applicant’s learning ability by looking at his/her overall GPA and at his/her GPA in mathematics and science courses.  Allied health programs are selective about which applicants they select for acceptance, so pre-allied health students should work to maintain good GPA’s.  Pre-allied health students should look into the specific admission requirements of the programs/schools to which they intend to apply, but, as a general rule, pre-allied health students should work to maintain GPA’s of 3.00 or better.
14. WHAT CONCERNS SHOULD PRE-HEALTH STUDENTS HAVE ABOUT WITHDRAWING FROM COURSES?

It is a common misconception that pre-medicine, pre-pharmacy, and pre-allied health students frequently withdraw from courses in which they anticipate earning grades below “B.”  However, professional schools carefully review applicants’ transcripts and will notice this practice, so pre-health students should withdraw from courses only on rare occasions and in extreme circumstances.  Students should keep in mind that occasionally earning a “C” is acceptable, as long as they continue to work toward improving their academic performance levels.  Earning grades lower than a “C” though, especially in courses required for admission to a professional program, might be a warning sign to a student that s/he is not on the right educational/career path, and a mature evaluation of career goals is the appropriate response to such a warning; in such a case, career counseling is available from the Career Services Office. 

Declaring a Major and Earning a Degree
15. HOW DO PRE-HEALTH STUDENTS SELECT AN ACADEMIC MAJOR (OR MINOR)?

Health vocations professional programs do not give preference to students with any particular academic major when reviewing applications, so a pre-health student may choose to major in any academic discipline, as long as s/he also completes the required courses for admission to her/his professional program(s) of choice.  A pre-health student should choose an academic major based solely upon personal enthusiasm for the area of study; since a successful pre-health student must demonstrate a superior level of motivation, which should lead to exceptional academic performance, the chosen academic major should interest the student sufficiently to catalyze this motivation.  Health vocations professional schools also look for students with academic records that reflect their commitment to life-long learning; highly motivated pre-health students might demonstrate this learning commitment through independent study or independent research in their majors, as well as through participation in Mercer’s Honors Program (please refer to the Mercer University Bulletin for a description of the Honors Program).

16. WHAT ARE THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES IN MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY?

Most medical and dental schools do not actually require applicants to complete their undergraduate degree programs, although it is strongly recommended.  On rare occasions, an outstanding Mercer University student will begin medical or dental school without completing an undergraduate degree.  If such a student has completed certain requirements in the College of Liberal Arts, then that student can still receive a Mercer University bachelor’s degree.  Mercer University will award either the Bachelor of Science in Medicine or the Bachelor of Science in Dentistry to a qualified student, depending on the professional school in which the student enrolls after discontinuing undergraduate study.  Please refer to the Mercer University Bulletin for the official descriptions of these degrees.

Recommended Extracurricular and Summer Activities
17. WHAT SHOULD PRE-MEDICINE AND PRE-ALLIED HEALTH STUDENTS DO OUTSIDE OF CLASS?

When evaluating applicants, professional schools look for evidence of desirable personal traits, especially integrity, responsibility, leadership ability, and a desire to work with people; all of these traits might be grouped under the broad heading of citizenship.  Citizenship is assessed through an examination of all of an applicant’s extracurricular activities, which include both those that are university-related and those that are not.  Pre-medicine and pre-allied health students should remain conscious of the value of citizenship in relation to both their professional school applications and their personal development, and they should plan to commit themselves to appropriate activities.  

In addition to participating in activities in order to demonstrate citizenship, every pre-health student should keep in mind that experience with his/her chosen health profession is crucial to preparing for a health career.  Pre-medicine and pre-allied health students are advised to seek health-related experiences; shadowing (or observing) a healthcare professional, working in a healthcare facility, or volunteering at a healthcare facility are all opportunities to gain first-hand knowledge about health careers.  These types of experience give a student confidence in his/her career decision and give professional schools confidence that the applicant has appropriately verified and personally invested in his/her career decision.

MerPMed, a student organization, offers opportunities for students to learn about the health professions and demonstrate citizenship.  It is an organization in which all pre-medicine and pre-allied health students should consider investing themselves (see question 18).
Note: while it is important for pre-health students to participate in appropriate extracurricular activities, a balance between extracurricular activities and academic progress must be maintained; students are advised to be wary of overextending themselves.  Pre-health students should also recognize that genuine commitments to a few activities will reflect more positively than a large number of short-term commitments to various activities.

18. WHAT IS MERPMED?

Mercer University’s pre-health student organization, which is called MerPMed, arranges lectures by locally and nationally known medical professionals, as well as other learning and experiential activities for pre-health students.  This group is entirely student-run, giving ownership of pre-health extracurricular activities at Mercer University to the students.  Students interested in joining MerPMed should visit the club’s website, located at http://www.geocities.com/merpmed, or send an e-mail to merpmed@yahoo.com for more information.

19. WHAT IS THE MERCER UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE PRE-MEDICAL INTERNSHIP?

This internship, coordinated by Mercer University’s School of Medicine (MUSM), is a one-semester observational experience at the Medical Center of Central Georgia (MCCG).  Only two junior or senior pre-medicine students may participate in this internship each year, and they are selected through an application process coordinated by the Career Services Office.  The selected students register for this internship as they would for a class and receive credit for BIO 390 (Advanced Topics in Biology) if they complete the internship satisfactorily.  Interested students should contact Ms. Barbara Warren in Career Services for more information.

20. WHAT SHOULD PRE-MEDICINE AND PRE-ALLIED HEALTH STUDENTS DO DURING SUMMERS?

Pre-medicine and pre-allied health students are advised to take advantage of their summers to participate in a variety of activities that will help prepare them for professional school: 

1. Many opportunities exist for students to engage in independent learning and research in order to enhance their academic backgrounds.  For opportunities in the sciences, look at the National Science Foundation’s website under REU (Research Experiences for Undergraduates) at www.nsf.gov.  For other opportunities, including on-campus projects and opportunities in areas besides the sciences, students are advised to speak with faculty members who specialize in the students’ disciplines of interest.  

2. Students will need to gain medical experience by shadowing a healthcare professional, working in a healthcare facility, or volunteering at a healthcare facility. Students should speak with Mercer’s pre-professional advisor about appropriate opportunities.
3. Students may participate in a summer program for medical school preparation.  Interested students should speak with Mercer’s pre-professional advisor about these programs or research these opportunities via the Internet; application deadlines are usually well in advance of the summer in which a student would like to attend a program, so students must begin searching for an appropriate program during the fall or early spring before the summer program they are interested in.  One starting point for Georgia residents might be the Medical College of Georgia’s website at www.mcg.edu.  Another helpful resource is the website for Summer Medical and Dental Education Programs (http://www.smdep.org/). 
4. Students may gain valuable citizenship and patient care experience by working at a summer camp designed for children or adults with special medical needs.  Students may search for such opportunities online (e.g., http://www.mysummercamps.com/camps/georgia-special-needs-camps.html) or speak with Mercer’s pre-professional advisor about local programs.
5.  While meeting the requirements of a pre-health track and an academic major, a student may find it difficult to stay on schedule to prepare for an admission test and/or complete a degree by the semester s/he intends to do so.  Summer coursework might be necessary for a pre-health student to remain on-track.  Pre-health students should pay close attention to their course schedules each semester, as well as their long-term schedules and plans, in order to determine whether or not summer classes are necessary.

An Advising Note About Summer Coursework: Pre-medicine students should remain cognizant of the importance of retaining the skills and concepts learned in the required pre-medical courses.  Since they will be tested specifically on these courses when taking an admission test, they should minimize their reliance on summer school coursework to complete pre-medical requirements; summer courses cover material more quickly, and sometimes with much less depth, than classes during the regular academic year, and pre-medicine students need to learn this material thoroughly!

Applying to Professional Schools
21. WHEN SHOULD PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS BEGIN PREPARING PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL APPLICATIONS?

Pre-medicine students, including pre-dental, pre-veterinary, and pre-optometry students, should research the various application services for each of these fields of study, as well as the specific admission procedures of their target schools, well before beginning the application process.  Pre-medicine students applying through an Early Decision Program will need to complete their application materials by August 1 of the year preceding their entry to medical school (i.e., approximately 13 months before they wish to enroll at a school); these students should begin the application process in the late fall/early winter preceding the summer their applications are due (refer to Question #24 below for more information on EDP).  Students who are completing applications for the regular deadlines should keep in mind that deadlines vary from school to school but are generally in the mid- or late-fall of the year preceding entry to medical school (i.e., approximately nine to ten months before students wish to enroll at a school); these students should begin the application process in the spring preceding the fall their applications are due.

Students who plan to apply to medical schools should begin to work on the American Medical College Application Service (AMCAS) application (http://www.aamc.org/students/amcas/start.htm) during the spring semester of their junior year.  Students should also be aware of any supplemental materials, in addition to those required by AMCAS, which are needed by the specific schools to which they are applying.

Students planning to apply to dental schools should be familiar with the Associated American Dental Schools Application Service (AADSAS) application, which is used by most dental schools (http://www.adea.org/AADSAS/default.htm).  Students should also be aware of the specific admission requirements of the schools to which they intend to apply, since dental schools may require information in addition to that which students provide on the AADSAS application and some, such as the School of Dentistry at the Medical College of Georgia, do not use the AADSAS application.  Pre-dental students should start thinking about their dental school applications well before their final year of undergraduate studies.
The Veterinary Medical College Application Service (VMCAS), which is used by most veterinary schools, has information posted at the following link: http://www.aavmc.org/vmcas/vmcas.htm.  Students planning to apply to veterinary schools should be familiar with both the VMCAS and the specific admission requirements of the schools to which they intend to apply; many schools require information in addition to that which students provide on the VMCAS forms and some may not use the VMCAS application.  Students should start thinking about their veterinary school applications well before their final year of undergraduate studies; the deadline for completing the forms for the VMCAS in 2008 is October 2!
Optometry schools do not use a unified application service, so students interested in attending a school of optometry must complete separate applications for each school to which they apply.  It is advisable for pre-optometry students to research the admission requirements and procedures for each of the optometry schools in which they are interested well before they intend to begin the application process.
Advising Note About Deadlines: Applicants should note that many of the published deadlines for applications are receipt deadlines.  Therefore, students should plan to complete their application materials (both for application services and for individual schools) well in advance of the published deadlines.  

Advising Note About Rolling Admissions: Many professional schools use a “rolling admissions” system.  This means that the schools admit qualified students as they receive their applications (rather than waiting until the deadline for applications, comparing all applicants at that time, and then admitting the most qualified from the whole pool of applicants).  Thus, it is advantageous for a student to submit applications as early as possible to schools with this type of admissions system.  Students should check which, if any, of the schools they are applying to have rolling admissions, and then they should identify the earliest dates on which these schools will accept applications.

22. WHAT ADVICE DO PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS NEED ABOUT PREPARING THE AMCAS APPLICATION?

Applicants should print out and read through the AMCAS Application Worksheet before they begin to fill out the actual application; the worksheet is located in the “Support for AMCAS” section of the Association of American Medical College’s website (http://www.aamc.org/students/amcas/start.htm).  Applicants should refer to the AMCAS instructions and use their best judgment as they complete the application.

The Identifying Information, Schools Attended, Biographic Information, and Work/Activities Sections: These sections are self-explanatory.  In the “Post-Secondary Experiences” section, an applicant should provide succinct but descriptive names to identify his/her activities.  Applicants should not leave any activities out; it’s especially important that all health-related experiences are described in this section, including volunteer, observational, workshop, and/or work-for-pay experiences.  

The Personal Comments Section: The “Personal Comments” section requires more thought than the other sections of the AMCAS application.  In this section, the applicant’s goal should be to provide a very clear description of one aspect of his/her personality, with emphasis on how this aspect fits with the career goal of being a physician.  This essay should be well-organized and read smoothly, and it should contain the following: a brief introductory paragraph in which the essay’s theme is clearly stated (i.e., the aspect of his/her personality the applicant is writing about and how it relates to being a physician); a brief concluding paragraph that connects the theme with the career goal of being a physician; and, in the body of the essay, two or three longer paragraphs that provide very detailed, very specific information.  The body paragraphs should include brief anecdotes from the applicant’s personal experiences that illustrate the essay’s theme.  Note: don’t describe many experiences broadly in your essay; do that in the list of “Post-Secondary Experiences.”

The Coursework Section: This section basically requires an applicant to copy the information from his/her transcripts; the applicant should use a copy of his/her transcripts, available from Mercer One, to complete this section so that s/he may be as accurate as possible.  

23. TO WHICH MEDICAL SCHOOLS SHOULD PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS APPLY?

Acceptance rates are highest, by far, for pre-medicine students applying to medical schools located in the same state in which they reside; this is true for both state schools and private schools.  Some medical schools accept NO out-of-state applicants; examples include Mercer University (Georgia residents only) and the University of Mississippi (Mississippi residents only).  Therefore, pre-medicine students are advised to target medical schools primarily in their home state.  

If a student is interested in medical schools outside of his/her home state, the student might look closely at specific medical schools and apply only to those schools for which there is some special attraction for the applicant.  When looking at schools outside of his/her home state, an applicant might consider factors including: each school’s curriculum and educational mission, the existence of teaching hospitals, special programs, and special sites for residency; and/or a school’s ability to place graduating physicians.  These factors might translate into a viable reason for applying to a medical school outside of a pre-medicine student’s home state.  Students should note that randomly sending applications to very selective schools rarely yields positive results as an application strategy.

Specific information about medical schools and their admission requirements can be found on-line or in medical school guide books, which are available at bookstores.

24. WHAT IS THE EARLY DECISION PROGRAM FOR APPLYING TO MEDICAL SCHOOLS?

The Early Decision Program (EDP) is a special admission program offered by some medical schools.  EDP applicants must: apply to only one U.S. medical school by the specified deadline (August 1 for schools that participate in the American Medical College Application Service, also known as AMCAS); provide the school with all required supplemental information by the stated deadline (August 1 for schools that participate in AMCAS); and attend only this school if offered admission under the Early Decision Program.  Note that, if a student wants a letter of recommendation from Mercer’s Health Vocations Advisement Committee for an EDP application, s/he needs to apply for that letter in January of her/his junior year.
If a student completes an EDP application, s/he will be notified of the school's admission decision by October 1.  If s/he is not accepted under the Early Decision Program, an applicant will automatically be placed in the regular applicant pool by the school and may then apply to additional medical schools.

Advantages: With the medical school application completed, an EDP applicant can devote his/her senior year to other details related to medical school and pre-graduation preparations (financial planning, etc.). 

Disadvantages: An EDP applicant must have AMCAS and/or other application materials completed by August 1 and must commit to one medical school.  Also, not every medical school has an EDP, so this might not be a desirable option for a student hoping to attend a school without an EDP.

Note: Some schools will only consider in-state residents through the EDP; others will consider out-of-state residents only if they apply as early-decision applicants.  It is an applicant’s responsibility to be familiar with the admission requirements/restrictions of each school and each EDP in which the applicant is interested.
For more information about the Early Decision Program, go to the following websites: http://www.aamc.org/students/applying/programs/earlydecision.htm and http://www.aamc.org/students/amcas/faq/edp.htm. 
25. HOW MUCH COMPETITION IS THERE TO GET INTO MEDICAL SCHOOLS?

Admission to any given medical school is granted on a very competitive basis.  However, during the period between 2002 and 2008, about 44% of all Mercer University students who applied to medical schools (excluding schools of dental medicine, osteopathic medicine, and veterinary medicine) were matriculated (i.e., accepted and enrolled).   However, students with exceptional academic records (cumulative GPAs at or above 3.75) were accepted at a much higher rate (65%), illustrating the importance of maintaining a high GPA.  Statistics for individual years and medical schools can be found at the website of the Association of American Medical Colleges: http://www.aamc.org/data/facts/).  (See question 9, also.)
Admission Tests
26. WHEN AND HOW DO PRE-HEALTH STUDENTS BEGIN PREPARATIONS TO TAKE THE APPROPRIATE ADMISSION TESTS?

Many professional programs require applicants to take specific standardized test(s) and submit their test scores as part of the application process.  The standardized tests required by medical/health professional programs may include: the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT), the Dental Admissions Test (DAT), the Optometry Admission Test (OAT), the Pharmacy College Admission Test (PCAT), and the Graduate Records Exam (GRE).  Pre-health students should familiarize themselves with which test(s), if any, are required by the schools to which they intend to apply.  A pre-health student who intends to enroll at a professional school immediately following the completion of a bachelor’s degree should take the appropriate test at the end of his/her junior year; a student who plans to enroll in a professional program before earning a bachelor’s degree should plan to take the proper test at the appropriate time.

The MCAT is a computerized examination that tests students’ knowledge of physical science and biological science and their writing and verbal reasoning abilities.  Students’ MCAT preparations begin with the required pre-medicine courses, as well as writing and discussion-intensive courses; however, it is recommended that pre-medicine students commit to intensive MCAT preparation throughout the spring semester of their junior year.  The MCAT is administered twenty-two times annually, but an individual may only take the test three times in one year.  For more information on the MCAT, visit the following website: http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/. 

The DAT is also administered by computer, and it tests students’ knowledge of the natural sciences, as well as their perceptual abilities, reading comprehension, and quantitative reasoning abilities.  As with the MCAT, the pre-medicine courses begin to prepare students to take the DAT, but it is strongly recommended that students commit to intensive additional preparation before attempting this examination.  Administration of the DAT is by appointment.  For more information on the DAT, go to the following website: http://www.ada.org/prof/ed/testing/dat/index.asp. 

The OAT is administered by computer, and it tests students’ knowledge in four areas: the natural sciences, physics, reading comprehension, and quantitative reasoning.  Similarly to the MCAT and DAT, a student’s preparation for the OAT begins with taking the required pre-medicine courses, but the student should also plan to study intensively and specifically for the OAT in the months leading up to the date the student will take the test.  The OAT is administered by appointment.  Students should see the following website for more information on the OAT: https://www.ada.org/oat/index.html#updates. 

The PCAT measures a student’s verbal ability, reading comprehension, writing skills, quantitative ability, and knowledge of biology and chemistry; the test consists of 280 multiple choice questions and an essay question.  A student’s preparation for the PCAT begins with his/her pre-pharmacy courses, but it is recommended that the student also study intensively and specifically for the PCAT before taking the test.  The PCAT is offered three times a year and is administered only in a paper format (i.e., the PCAT is NOT taken on a computer, unlike the other tests mentioned here).  More information about the PCAT can be found at http://harcourtassessment.com/haiweb/Cultures/en-US/dotCom/PCATWEB.INFO.htm.   
The GRE, which is required by many veterinary schools and physician assistant programs, is a computerized exam that measures students’ verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, critical thinking, and analytical writing skills.  No specific courses or fields of study prepare students for the GRE; instead, the GRE is meant to test general skills that are learned over a long period of time, both in and out of academic settings.  However, students should still plan to prepare for the test through individual study and practice or through GRE-preparation courses.  For more information about the GRE, see the following site: http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.fab2360b1645a1de9b3a0779f1751509/?vgnextoid=b195e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD. 
An Advising Note for Students Applying to Veterinary Medical Schools: Some veterinary schools require the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) General Exam; some require a subject-area GRE as well.  A few veterinary schools will take the Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT) instead of the GRE.  A few schools do not require any standardized test at all for admission.  Please review the admissions requirements of each school to which you are likely to apply.  
Preparation for any of the standardized tests listed above must include the completion of several full-length practice tests; while taking each practice test, a student should observe the time limits of the actual test.  This type of practice prepares students for the format and timing of a particular test.  There is no substitute for full-length practice test sessions, and failure to make this commitment will result in a significant disadvantage when taking one of the admission tests required for professional programs/schools.  A student’s self-evaluation of his/her practice test performance should include development of a test-taking strategy and the review of specific content areas in which the practice test results indicate more studying is necessary.  Preparation materials are available at the websites listed above, as well as at bookstores (in the form of admission test study guides).  Students may also choose to take classes that are designed specifically to prepare students for standardized tests.

The Health Vocations Advising Committee (HVAC) Student Evaluation Letter
27.  WHAT IS THE MERCER UNIVERSITY HEALTH VOCATIONS ADVISEMENT COMMITTEE (HVAC)?

Mercer University’s Health Vocations Advisement Committee is a group of faculty and staff members who work with pre-medicine students, including those who are applying to dental, optometry, and veterinary schools, to help them prepare their applications for medical schools.  The HVAC’s primary function is to write letters of recommendation for students who are applying to medical schools; however, they do so only after a thorough review of each student’s academic records and extracurricular activities.  An HVAC letter of recommendation is required by some medical schools and preferred by most, so it is an essential part of any student’s successful application to medical school.
28. HOW AND WHEN DO PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS REQUEST STUDENT EVALUATION LETTERS FROM MERCER’S HEALTH VOCATIONS ADVISEMENT COMMITTEE?

To request a student evaluation letter from the Health Vocations Advisement Committee (HVAC), students should print out the forms and follow the instructions found on the pre-medicine page of the Office of Academic and Advising Services’ website (http://www2.mercer.edu/AAS/Pre-professional+Information/Directions+for+Requesting+a+Letter+from+the+HVAC.htm).
For regular applicants (those who are not applying through the Early Decision Program), the deadline for applying for an HVAC letter is typically in the beginning of September during the applicant’s final year of undergraduate study (i.e., the fall before the student intends to enroll in medical school).  For students applying through the Early Decision Program (EDP), the deadline for applying for an HVAC letter is in the end of January during the applicant’s third year (i.e., a year-and-a-half before the student intends to enroll in medical school).  Students are encouraged to meet with Mercer’s pre-professional advisor prior to these deadlines if they have questions.  

29. HOW DOES THE HEALTH VOCATIONS ADVISEMENT COMMITTEE PREPARE A STUDENT EVALUATION LETTER?

The Health Vocations Advisement Committee (HVAC) meets to prepare a student evaluation letter for each student who submits the required materials by the appropriate deadline (see the previous question).  At this meeting, the HVAC assembles a candid evaluation of the student’s qualifications in each of the following areas: general scholastic ability, written communication skills, oral communication skills, general motivation, general maturity, interpersonal skills, and general sensitivity.  These areas are evaluated on the basis of the evidence available from a student’s academic records, the materials submitted to the HVAC by the student, and the committee members’ personal observations of the student.  The HVAC also consults with Mercer University faculty and/or staff members who know the applicant from classes or extra-curricular activities.

Once the HVAC provides a student with the date and time of the student’s HVAC meeting, the student is encouraged to invite two “advocates” to speak on his/her behalf at the meeting.  Advocates can be Mercer University faculty or staff members or physicians or other community members with whom the student has worked.  Advocates often supply specific anecdotal accounts to bolster the substantive content of the HVAC’s evaluation letter.  The following excerpts from the Association of American Medical Colleges’ Medical School Admission Requirements (2001-2002) provide guidelines for useful anecdotal contributions:

( Medicine demands superior attributes of its students and practitioners.  Integrity and responsibility assume major importance in the classroom and research laboratory as well as in the relationships with patients and colleagues.
( Medical schools seek candidates with high levels of scholastic achievement and intellectual potential, as well as motivation and humanistic concern necessary for success as a physician.

( Anyone considering a career as a physician must be able to relate to people effectively.  The increasing emphasis on a team approach to medical care adds another dimension to the need for this skill.
( Because of the demanding nature of both the training for and the practice of medicine, motivation is perhaps the most salient nonintellectual trait sought by most admission committees.  It is assumed that a qualified applicant to medical school will have not only a general understanding of the profession but also a demonstrated interest in and knowledge of what the field of medicine encompasses.
Information for Pre-Medicine Students Interested in Applying to Veterinary, Dental, and Optometry Schools
30. WHAT SHOULD STUDENTS INTERESTED IN ATTENDING VETERINARY SCHOOL DO TO PREPARE?

The academic and extracurricular preparations for a student interested in attending veterinary school are similar to the preparations required of other pre-medicine students.  However, like all pre-health students, pre-veterinary students are strongly advised to review the admission requirements at their target professional schools well in advance of beginning the application process.

Many veterinary schools require applicants to submit scores from some type of standardized test.  Some schools require their applicants to take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) General Test; some also require a GRE Subject Test in addition to the General Test.  See the following link for GRE information: http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.fab2360b1645a1de9b3a0779f1751509/?vgnextoid=b195e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD.  Some schools will take scores from the GRE or the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT), which is described at the following link: http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/.  Because there is so much variation among veterinary schools when it comes to what tests (if any) they require for admission, it is important that students familiarize themselves with the requirements of each school they are interested in early in their undergraduate careers; this will give students time to properly prepare for the test(s) they must take and to take the test(s) multiple times, if necessary.

Students who are interested in the veterinary profession can find more information about veterinary programs and careers at the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges' (AAVMC) website (http://www.aavmc.org/).

31. WHAT SHOULD STUDENTS INTERESTED IN ATTENDING DENTAL SCHOOL DO TO PREPARE?

The academic and extracurricular preparations for a student interested in attending dental school are similar to the preparations required of other pre-medicine students.  However, like all pre-health students, pre-dentistry students are strongly advised to review the admission requirements at their target professional schools well in advance of beginning the application process.  Note that students need to take the Dental Admission Test (DAT) (http://www.ada.org/prof/ed/testing/dat/index.asp) in order to apply to dental programs.  Students who are interested in the dental profession can find more information about dental programs and careers at the website of the American Dental Education Association (http://www.adea.org/).
32. WHAT SHOULD STUDENTS INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OPTOMETRY SCHOOL DO TO PREPARE?

The academic and extracurricular preparations for a student interested in attending optometry school are similar to the preparations required of other pre-medicine students.  However, like all pre-health students, pre-optometry students are strongly advised to review the admissions requirements at their target professional schools well in advance of beginning the application process.  Note that students need to take the Optometry Admission Test (OAT) (https://www.ada.org/oat/index.html) in order to apply to optometry programs.  Students who are interested in the optometry profession can find more information about optometry programs and careers at the website of the American Optometric Association (AOA) (www.aoanet.org) and the website of the Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry (ASCO) (http://www.opted.org/).  

Information for Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Medicine Students
33. WHAT SHOULD POST-BACCALAUREATE PRE-MEDICINE STUDENTS DO TO PREPARE FOR APPLYING TO PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS?

Post-baccalaureate pre-medicine students are those students who have bachelor’s degrees but continue to work toward preparing successful professional school applications (here, “professional schools” is a term used to refer to medical, dental, optometry, and veterinary schools).  These students include (1) those who have already applied unsuccessfully to professional schools, (2) those who have delayed applying to professional schools until after finishing their bachelor’s degrees but who have completed the required pre-medicine courses, and (3) those who have not completed the required pre-medicine courses even though they have earned bachelor’s degrees.  
A post-baccalaureate pre-medicine student who has previously applied to professional schools but has not been accepted should follow the recommendations of an admissions official from one of his/her target schools.  The student should solicit feedback from the appropriate admissions official regarding the possibilities for improving his/her chances of being accepted at a professional school.  

A post-baccalaureate pre-medicine student who has completed the required pre-medicine courses but has not yet applied to professional schools should remain conscious of the guidelines presented in this document.  Professional schools look for evidence of an applicant’s academic ability, personal characteristics and activities related to “citizenship,” and experience appropriate to the career goals of the applicant.  Students should use an appropriate strategy for improving their standing in one or more of these areas when making post-graduation plans.  Possible options for post-graduation activities include post-baccalaureate study programs or graduate study programs, as well as working or volunteering in a medical facility.

An Advising Note About Enrolling in Graduate/Post-Baccalaureate Programs: Post-baccalaureate pre-medicine students should be aware that professional schools will NOT consider applications from applicants whose plans do not include completing graduate programs in which they are currently enrolled.  In other words, students should not enroll in academic programs that they are not planning on completing. 

Post-baccalaureate pre-medicine students who have not completed some or all of the required pre-medicine courses should take the following steps: (1) complete the courses required for applying to professional schools (see the schedule below, which is intended for students who have not taken any of the pre-medicine courses); (2) acquire citizenship and medical experiences (see question 17); (3) prepare for and take the appropriate admission test (see question 26); and (4) prepare and submit the appropriate application materials for the schools in which they are interested (see questions 21, 22, and 23).  Students who have bachelor’s degrees but have not completed most or any of the pre-medicine courses should be aware that there is an absolute minimum three-year time period for the completion of all pre-medicine courses and the application process (see the schedule below).

SUGGESTED POST-GRADUATE PRE-MEDICINE COURSE SCHEDULE:

	YEAR
	SCHEDULE

	FIRST
	CHM 111, CHM 112, PHY 141, PHY 121L, PHY 142, PHY 142L, BIO 211

	SECOND
	BIO 212, CHM 221, CHM 222

	THIRD
	admission test, application completion, interviews 


Information About Mercer’s Guaranteed Admissions Plus Degree Programs
34. WHAT ARE THE MERCER UNIVERSITY GAPD PRE-PHARMACY AND PRE-PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAMS?

The Guaranteed Admissions Plus Degree Programs (GAPDP) for pre-pharmacy and pre-physician assistant students began in fall 2007.  Highlights of the program are listed below; students are urged to visit Mercer’s pre-professional advising website for more complete information about both the pre-pharmacy and pre-physician assistant tracks (http://www2.mercer.edu/AAS/Pre-professional+Information/default.htm).
· The GAPDP requires that students complete three years (90 hours) of undergraduate study on Mercer’s Macon campus before they can enroll in classes at the College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences (COPHS; note that students need to declare their interest in the GAPDP and begin the recommended series of courses in their first semester at Mercer).

· Like all other students in the College of Liberal Arts, GAPDP students will have to declare a major after they have completed 30 credit hours of study.  GAPDP students will need to complete a list of specific, required courses along with all general education requirements for the College of Liberal Arts, excluding the senior capstone. 
· Details about the required coursework for the pre-pharmacy GAPD program can be found at http://www2.mercer.edu/AAS/Pre-professional+Information/Pre-Pharmacy.htm
· Details about the required coursework for the pre-physician assistant GAPD program can be found at http://www2.mercer.edu/AAS/Pre-professional+Information/Pre-Physician+Assistant+Information.htm.
· Students participating in the GAPD programs are expected to obtain documented experience in their chosen fields:

· Pre-pharmacy GAPDP students must have 500 documented hours of experience in a pharmacy setting before submitting their PharmCAS applications.
· Pre-physician assistant GAPDP students must have 1000 documented hours of experience in patient care before submitting their applications to the COPHS program.
· After successfully completing three years on the Macon campus and one year of study in the COPHS, students will be awarded the Bachelor of Science in Health Science by Mercer’s College of Liberal Arts.
Alternatives to Mercer’s GAPDP.
Some students, such as those who transfer to Mercer from other universities or those who do not apply for the GAPDP during their freshman year at Mercer, are not eligible for these guaranteed admission program for pre-pharmacy and pre-physician assistant students (see the appropriate links on Mercer’s pre-professional advising website:  http://www2.mercer.edu/AAS/Pre-professional+Information/default.htm). However, this does not mean that these students will not be able to attend Mercer’s COPHS or some other pharmacy school.

All Mercer undergraduates are eligible to apply to the COPHS any time after they complete the pre-requisites for admission to the program they are interested in.  While Mercer students who are not participating in the GAPDP will not be guaranteed admission to the COPHS, their applications will receive the same careful consideration that all applications to the COPHS do.  Please read through the admission requirements for the pharmacy and physician assistant programs on the COPHS website: http://cophs.mercer.edu/admissions.htm.

Mercer students may also choose to apply to pharmacy schools in addition to or besides Mercer’s COPHS.  The following website has links to all pharmacy schools in the United States: http://www.pharmcas.org/collegesschools/start.htm.  Students should familiarize themselves with the admission requirements of each pharmacy school to which they intend to apply.

Mercer students may also choose to apply to physician assistant programs in addition to or besides that offered by Mercer’s COPHS.  The following website has links to all physician assistant programs in the United States: http://www.aapa.org/pgmlist.php3. Students should familiarize themselves with the admission requirements of each physician assistant program to which they intend to apply.

Information About Mercer’s Early Admission Guarantee Program for Pre-Nursing Students
35. WHAT IS THE MERCER UNIVERSITY EAG PROGRAM FOR PRE-NURSING STUDENTS?

Beginning in the fall of 2006, Mercer University’s Georgia Baptist College of Nursing will be offering an Early Admission Guarantee Program in conjunction with Mercer’s College of Liberal Arts.  This program is designed for students who are entering Mercer as freshmen.  Students in this program will complete their first two years of classes (i.e., the pre-nursing classes) at Mercer’s College of Liberal Arts in Macon.  Then, if the students meet the program’s requirements, they will be admitted to the College of Nursing and will transfer to the Atlanta campus for two years of nursing courses and clinical experience.

In order to be admitted to the College of Nursing after their second year of study, students must take the courses listed below and meet the following requirements:

· Students must apply to the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing by December 1 of their second year at Mercer. 

· Students must satisfactorily complete at least 13 credit hours of coursework on the Macon campus during their first semester of study, including Human Anatomy and Physiology I, and 16 credit hours of coursework during their second semester of study, including Human Anatomy and Physiology II.
· Students must have (1) a cumulative academic GPA of 3.0 or higher at the end of their freshman year, (2) a “B” or better in both Human Anatomy and Physiology I and II, and (3) a “C” or better in all other academic courses besides Human Anatomy and Physiology I and II.

· Students must meet all other admissions criteria for the College of Nursing, besides the requirements listed above (see the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing website: http://www2.mercer.edu/Nursing/default.htm). 
The first-year schedule shown below must be followed by pre-nursing students in the Early Admission Guarantee Program.  The classes in bold must be taken in the semesters indicated; however, the other classes may be taken in either semester.  Students are urged to visit Mercer’s pre-professional advising website for more complete information about the entire pre-nursing curriculum:  http://www2.mercer.edu/AAS/Pre-professional+Information/default.htm.

	Year 1 Fall Semester
	Year 2 - Spring Semester

	ENGL 108: English Composition I 

        or FYS 101: First Year Seminar
	ENGL 109: English Composition II
       or FYS 102: First Year Seminar

	BIO 202: Human Anatomy & Physiology I
	BIO 203: Human Anatomy & Physiology II

	PSY 101: Intro to Psychology
	PSY 245: Developmental Psychology

	UNV 101: The Freshman Experience
	Religion

	Political Science or Economics
	Sociology or anthropology


Non-EAGP Pre-Nursing Students.  
Mercer students who choose not to participate in the Early Admission Guarantee Program (EAGP) for the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing (GBCN), as well as those students who become ineligible for the program while participating in it, have several other options if they are interested in attending a nursing school.  

Mercer students may apply to the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing at any point during or after their undergraduate studies, as long as they have completed (or will complete before enrolling at the college) the prerequisite courses for attendance at the GBCN.  For more information about the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing, visit their website: http://www2.mercer.edu/Nursing/default.htm.
Be sure to look over their admission requirements for their undergraduate program (http://www2.mercer.edu/Nursing/Admissions/default.htm), as well as their undergraduate application (http://www2.mercer.edu/Nursing/Admissions/Application.htm).
If a student is interested in applying to a nursing school other than the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing, the following link contains a list of nursing schools in the United States and Canada: http://www.allnursingschools.com/.  This site allows its visitors to search for schools based on the schools' locations and/or the degrees each school offers, and it also contains information about nursing careers and nursing scholarships, answers to frequently asked questions, and electronic forms for requesting information from specific nursing schools.

APPENDIX: PRE-MEDICINE ADVISING CHECKLIST

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. General Chemistry (universal requirement)





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 First year 


CHM 111 and CHM 112








**The courses below should be completed by the end of the third year so that the student is prepared to take the MCAT.

2. Introductory Physics (universal requirement)





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


PHY 141 and 121L and PHY 142 and 142L 

or PHY 161 and 121L and PHY 162 and 162L


3. Introductory Biology (universal requirement)





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


BIO 211 and BIO 212


Note: BIO 211 is offered in the spring; BIO 212 is offered in the fall.

4. Organic Chemistry (universal requirement)





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


CHM 221 and CHM 222







5. Mathematics  (refer to the requirements for your academic major)




First year students should review the requirements for their 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


potential major carefully.





6. Biochemistry (strongly recommended by most medical schools)




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


BIO/CHM 465









7. Additional Coursework







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 


Review admission requirements for six medical schools to which you are likely to
apply.  Include any additional course requirements/recommendations when scheduling your courses.
ADDITIONAL PRE-MEDICINE PREPARATION:

8. Health Care Experiences







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initiated (1st, 2nd, &/or 3rd yr)

Recommendation: Volunteer at a hospital; shadow a physician;  investigate
internship or other employment opportunities in any health care facility (part-time or summer).


9. Citizenship Experiences







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initiated (1st, 2nd, &/or 3rd yr)

Recommendation: Make appropriate contributions to the campus and community
through activities and organizations. Volunteer experience is important.

10. Committee Recommendation Letter






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initiated (3rd year)


Recommendation: Initiate the Health Vocations Advisement

Committee (HVAC) letter of recommendation request process 

during the summer following your third year.  

11. Admission Test Preparation (MCAT, DAT, OAT, PCAT, or GRE)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initiated (3rd year) 


Recommendation: Complete at least four full-length practice


examinations during the spring semester of the third year.

12. Admissions Test Completion (MCAT, DAT, OAT, PCAT, or GRE)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Complete (3rd year) 


Recommendation: Take the appropriate admissions test at the end of your
third year.  Note: look into registration requirements

and deadlines several months before you wish to take a test.




13. Primary Application







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initiated (3rd or 4th years) 

Familiarize yourself with the appropriate application service for the type of school
to which you are applying (for example, AMCAS for medical schools).  Confirm that all of the 

schools to which you intend to apply participate in the centralized application service.
Set a target date for submission of your application that is ONE MONTH prior to the
published deadline(s).  Confirm that the application service has received all of your 

application materials, including transcripts.

14. Secondary Applications







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initiated (4th year)


Recommendation: Complete secondary applications, confirm that the HVAC has



submitted your letter of recommendation, and confirm that the schools to which 
you’ve applied have received all of your secondary application materials.
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